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PREFACE 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Health  Services  Committees. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

; 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Borough  and  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1955. 

The  birth  rate  was  18.1  as  compared  with  15.0  for  the  country 
generally  ;  there  were  in  fact  i  ,953  net  registered  births  which  was 
88  fewer  than  in  1954.  53.9%  took  place  at  home  and  46.1%  in 

hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1954 
being  57.6%  and  42.4%  respectively. 

68  (3.5%)  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  12  months  of  age  was  33.8  per 
1,000  live  births  as  compared  vith  31.8  in  1954  and  24.9  for  the 
country  generally.  This  infant  mortality  rate  however  can  be 
misleading,  if  it  is  not  fulty  analysed  ;  thus  the  death  rate  for  babies 
under  one  month  (neonatal  mortality)  was  24.1  which  accounted 
for  as  much  as  three  quarters  of  all  the  infant  deaths.  As  the 
neonatal  mortality  rate  for  1954  was  17.7,  there  has  been  a  consid¬ 
erable  increase  whereas  there  was  a  good  reduction  in  the  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  between  the  ages  of  one  and  twelve  months.  The 
death  rate  of  infants  in  this  age  group  which  fell  from  14.3  in  1954 
to  9.7  in  1955  is  a  truer  indication  of  social  conditions  and 
standards  of  mother  craft  care  than  the  full  infant  mortality  rate. 

In  addition  to  the  increase  in  neonatal  deaths  there  has  been 
a  sharp  rise  in  still  births,  the  rate  being  28.8  per  1,000  total  births 
as  against  19.3  in  1954. 

Still  births  and  neonatal  deaths  are  due  to  a  multiplicity  of 
factors,  such  as  the  age  of  the  mother,  the  proportion  of  first 
births  and  the  presence  of  abnormalities  during  pregnancy  and 
childbirth.  The  increase  in  still  births  and  neonatal  deaths  reported 
this  year  may  be  due  to  one  or  more  of  these  causes.  Nevertheless, 
if  this  loss  of  life  in  its  earty  stages  is  to  be  diminished  ,the  need  for 
adequate  and  expert  ante-natal  care  coupled  with  attention  to  the 
nutrition  and  general  health  of  the  expectant  mother  is  obvious. 
This  should  be  a  feature  of  any  well  organised  maternity  service  but 
the  present  tri-partite  system  has  inherent  disadvantages.  Since 


no  single  authority  can  be  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the 
service  as  a  whole,  it  is  dependent  for  its  smooth  running  upon  the 
close  co-operation  of  the  different  branches.  It  is  difficult  to  say 
if  this  has  so  far  reached  a  satisfactory  level  locally. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  of  8outh  Shields  residents  was 
1,226  and  the  average  age  of  all  persons  d3dng  during  the  year  was 
64.27  years,  63.13  in  the  case  of  males  and  65.65  in  females.  It  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  thirty  years  ago  in  1925,  the  average  age 
of  all  persons  dying  in  that  jmar  was  36.49  years.  Diseases  of  the 
heart  and  blood  vessels  accounted  as  usual  for  the  largest  proportion 
of  the  deaths  in  1955,  just  over  a  quarter,  whilst  cancer  came  next 
in  order,  having  caused  a  fifth  of  all  deaths  ;  this  was  a  slight 
proportional  increase  from  1954.  It  was  notable  that  deaths  from 
violence  and  accidents  accounting  for  about  one  twentieth  of.  all 
mortality  moved  up  into  fifth  place  as  an  important  cause  and  took 
precedence  over  pneumonia. 


Of  the  infectious  diseases,  scarlet  fever  gave  the  lowest  number  of 
cases  ever  to  be  notified  in  one  year  since  notification  was  introduced. 
There  was  a  moderate  incidence  of  measles  and  in  the  last  cpiarter 
of  the  year  only  7  cases  were  notified.  On  the  other  hand  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  was  moderately  prevalent  throughout  the  r^ear  affecting 
some  400  infants  and  young  children,  fortunately  without  any 
deaths  occurring.  Dysentery  was  also  more  prevalent  than  in 
]  954,  considerably  more  children  than  adults  being  affected  ; 
with  few  exceptions  the  illness  was  mild  in  character.  More  cases 
of  food  poisoning  infections  were  reported.  Fortunately,  only  one 
case  of  poliomyelitis  v^as  notified  and  confirmed  throughout  the 
year.  The  steady  reduction  in  incidence  of  venereal  disease  has 
been  a  satisfactory  feature  of  the  past  five  years. 


The  number  of  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  — 180— 
^vas  virtually  unchanged  from  the  previous  year,  and  the  largest 
proportion  (viz.  21%)  of  the  cases  notified  were  adolescents 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  19  years.  Some  data  is  being  collected 
locally  by  the  health  visiting  staff  in  an  attempt  to  show  whether 
industry  as  a  causative  factor  (particularly  for  the  adolescent  age 
group)  is  increasing  in  importance.  Whilst  the  notification  rate 
(all  foi  ms  of  tuberculosis)  at  1.81  per  1,000  of  the  population  still 
remains  high  in  comparison  with  other  areas,  it  should  be  noted  that 
this  figure  is  more  an  indication  of  the  rate  at  w4iich  cases  are  found 
or  ascertained  than  an  index  of  the  true  incidence  of  the  disease. 
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The  number  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  decreased  from  38  in 
1954  to  22  in  1955,  the  corresponding  mortality  rates  being  0.35  in 
1954  and  0.22  in  1955.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  country  generally 
for  1955  was  0.15.  As  recently  as  1952,  the  T.B.  death  rate  in 
South  Shields  was  more  than  double  the  national  rate,  so  in  this 
respect  there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement. 


I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  information  on  page  85, 
concerning  home  accidents.  There  have  been  78  home  accident 
deaths  in  South  Shields  in  the  past  10  years,  83%  of  these  being 
children  under  5,  and  old  persons  over  65.  Over  a  quarter  of  the 
deaths  were  due  to  burns  and  scalds.  Of  noii-fatal  accidents,  in 
1955  alone,  33  children  were  so  seriously  injured  by  burns  and 
scalds  as  to  require  hospital  treatment.  It  ma,y  be  remarked  thad 
whilst  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  of  1952  is  a  useful 
preventive  measure  it  is  obviously  incomplete  by  not  including 
provision  for  the  open  fireplace  or  heating  appliances  purchased 
before  a  certain  date.  Many  children  and  old  persons  are  still 
therefore  exposed  to  unguarded  fires.  The  effective  restriction 
and  control  of  inflammable  textiles  as  used  for  clothing  would  also 
help  to  reduce  the  toll  of  deaths  and  injuries  by  burning  accidents. 
The  health  visiting  staff  continued  in  their  efforts  to  advise  mothers 
in  taking  measures  to  prevent  accidents  in  the  home. 


During  the  year  the  department  lost  four  district  sanitary 
inspectors  each  of  whom  had  obtained  appointments  in  other  areas. 
By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  inspectorate  was  reduced  to  three  district 
inspectors  and  the  work  covered  in  the  period  showed  some  reduc¬ 
tion  over  the  previous  year.  This  was  a  ver^^  serious  problem  as 
the  sanitary  inspector’s  work  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  com- 
munitiy  and  in  addition  a  vast  amount  of  new  legislation  in  the  field 
of  environmental  hygiene  was  pending  or  actually  introduced. 
Some  reorganisation  was  therefore  planned  and  approval  was 
given  to  the  appointment  of  Senior  Inspectors.  Mr.  H.  B.  Parry, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  since  1946  left  the  Department  in  June, 
1955  to  take  up  a  similar  appointment  in  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Edwards  of  West  Hartlepool. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committees  for  their  support  and  guidance.  I  am  also  indebted  to 
the  officials  of  other  Corporation  departments  and  to  the  officers 
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of  other  authorities  in  South  Shields  and  elsewhere  for  their  valuable 
co-operation.  In  addition,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  of  my  staff  during  the  year  and  I  am  particularly 
indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Hymers,  Chief  Clerk  for  his  assistance  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report. 


I.  D.  LEITCH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.. 


Public  Health  Department. 
Stanhope  Parade, 

South  Shields. 
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PART  I.— STATISTICAL  &  GENERAL  DATA. 

Chairmen  of  Committees 
at  31st  December,  1955. 

Public  Health  Committee  . Alderman  Margaret  E.  Sutton, 

J.P. 

Health  Services  Committee  . Alderman  Margaret  E.  Sutton, 

J.P. 

Mental  Health  Services 

Sub -Committee . Alderman  W.  P.  Me  An  any,  J.P. 

Slaughterhouse  Sub-Committee  Alderman  R.  Longstaff. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Sub-Committee . Alderman  L.  Glover,  J.P. 

Education  Committee  . Councillor  J.  W.  Ireland. 

Ediccation  Welfare  Sub- 

Committee  . Alderman  M.  J.  Peel. 

Housing  Committee . Alderman  A.  L.  Newman,  J.P. 

Town  Improvement  Committee  Councillor  A.  M.  Southwick. 

Welfare  Committee  . Councillor  J.  E.  Wright. 

Children  Committee  . . Councillor  E.  W.  Mackley,  J.P. 


Staff  of  Public  Health  Department. 


Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Chief  Tuberculosis 
Officer, 

Principal  School 

Medical  Officer 

I.  D.  Leitch 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer 

Vacant 

Chest  Physician 

0.  W.  Maeienfeld* 

School  Medical  Officers 

H.  Levy 

Evelyn  H.  Bolt 

M.B.,  B.S. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School 
Health  Service 

Annie  K.  Wattie 

M.A.,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 
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Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualification 

Assistant  Medical  Officers, 

Jean  Walmsley 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Maternity  and  Child 

Audrey  Jennings 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Welfare 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

P,  MacMurray* 

M.B.,  D.L.O. 

Surgeon  (School  Health 
Service) 

Principal  School  Dental 

J.  G.  Walton 

B.D.S. 

Officer 

School  Dental  Surgeons 

A.  C.  K.  Barnes 

W.  S.  Prague 
(Commenced  4/1/55) 

B.D.S. 

L.D.S. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Mat.  & 

P.  Christensen* 

B.D.S.,  L.D.S. 

Child  Welfare,  etc.) 

(Left  2/9/55) 

Mrs.  E.  Makepeace* 
(Commenced  14/10/55) 

Xj.D.S. 

Consultant  Anaesthetist 

Dr.  L.  L.  Theron* 
(Commenced  2/11/55) 

li.P.F.P.S.,  D.A. 

Borough  Analyst 

C.  J.  H.  Stock* 

B.SC.,  E.R.I.C. 

Chief  Food  Inspector  and 

H.  B.  Parry 

Cert  R.s.i.  and  Meat 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

(Left  18/6/55) 

and  Smoke  Inspector’s 

J.  F.  Edwards 
(Commenced  2/8/55) 

Certificates.  Cert,  in 

Sanitary  Science. 

District  Sanitary  and 

J.  McVay 

Cert.  R.S.I.  and  Meat 

Housing  Inspectors 

(Student) 

(Student) 

Inspector  under  the  Shops 

J.  Wann 

H.  Brooks 
(Left  10/9/55) 

S.  Pratt 
(Left  1/1/56) 

E.  Oliver 

A.  E.  Bennett 
(Left  16/1/55) 

G.  A.  Newman 
(Left  15/10/55) 

R.  Aldus 

(Transferred  19/9/55) 
M.  J.  W.  Giblin 
(Commenced  21/9/55) 
J.  R.  Kelso 

Inspector’s  Cert, 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Acts 

Superintendent  Health 
Visitor 

Miss  E.  Mycock 

s.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  and 

H.v.  Certificate, 

Non-Medical  Supervisor 

Mrs.  S.  a.  Innes 

S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. 

of  Midwives 

Midwifery  Part  II 

Training  School 

Matron, 

Miss  E.  M.  Marlow 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.T.D. 

*  Part-time,  also  in  Consultant  or  Private  Practice. 


Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Matron,  Day  Nurseries 

Mrs.  E.  P.  White 

S.R.N. 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  C.  W.  Everson 

S.R.N.,  s.c.M.  and  h.v. 

Cert. 

Miss  M.  Sherry 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  P.  Stewart 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  B.  Heavisides 
Miss  S.  E.  G.  Whit- 

do.  do.  do. 

FIELD 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  M.  V.  Inqoe 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  E.  N.  Jopling 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  E.  Haggerston 

S.R.N. ,  s.c.M. 

Miss  M.  McManemy 

S.R.N. ,  S.C.M.,  and  h.v. 

(Left  31/5/55) 

Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Call  an 
(Left  30/11/55) 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  J.  Arnold 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  J.  J.  McDonald 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  I.  Callender 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  C.  Ford 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  N.  Ward 

S.R.N. 

(Student) 

(Commenced  1/9/55) 

Mrs.  D.  McPhee 

S.R.N. 

Sctiool  Nurses 

Mrs.  E.  Hayden 

S.R.N. 

Mrs.  j.  Johnson 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Bain 

S.R.N. 

Chief  Admin.  Clerk 

C.  Hymers 

Cert.  R.s.i. 

and  Meat  Inspector’s 
Cert. 

Senior  Admin.  Clerk 

J.  Hilton 

Cert,  r.s.i. 

Asst.  Admin.  Clerk 

W.  Johnson 

Clerks 

A.  T.  Lawson 

R.  Aldus 
(Transferred  as 
Student  S.l.) 

J.  Bolus 

L.  Snare 

Miss  E.  Park 

Miss  J.  Tinmouth 

Mrs.  M.  Badger 

Miss  0.  Snaith 

Miss  N.  Hardwick 
Miss  B.  G.  Tindle 
Miss  T.  Clark 

Miss  F.  H.  McKay 
Miss  M.  Gascoigne 
Miss  M.  Westhall 
(Left  10/9/55) 

Miss  S.  Rafferty 

(Commenced  14/3/55) 

l 
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Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Miss  D,  Burnett 
(Commenced  12/9/55) 

N.  Duncan 
(Commenced  19/9/55) 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

C.  Middleton 

Duly  Authorised 

R.  M.  Hudson 

Officers 

W.  Scott 

(Trainee) 

D.  J.  Johnston 
(Commenced  14/11/55) 

Supervisor, 

Mrs.  I.  Hoult 

Occupation  Centre 

(Commenced  7/11/55) 

Dental  Assistant,  School 
Health  Service 

Miss  0.  Deakin 

Clinic  Attendant 

Mrs.  C.  a.  Glattbach 

Ambulance  Supt. 

do.  Drivers  (24) 

Domiciliary  Midwives  (22) 

W.  S.  Bohill 

Supervisor  of  Domestic 
Helps 

Domestic  Helps  : 

(3  Full-time,  74  Part- 
time) 

Rodent  Operator  (1) 

Miss  M.  V.  Sneddon 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


1.  General  Statistics. 

Acres. 

Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 

foreshore  and  tidal  water — 301  acres)  .  4,877 

Population  at  Census,  1951  .  106,598 

Resident  population,  Registrar- General’s  estimate  for 

year  1955  (mid-year)  .  107,800 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  .  22.1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1955  (according 

to  Rate  Books)  . 35,319 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1955  .  £652,119 

Produce  of  a  penny  rate  (estimate  for  1955-56)  .  £2,621 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Total  Male  Female  1954  1955 

Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate  1,885  963  922^  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  68  34  34  [>of  the  estimated 

J  resident  population  19.0  18.1 

Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  of  0.93 .  17.7  16.8 

Still  Births  : —  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Legitimate  54  30  24  V  births  (hve  and 

Illegitimate  4  1  3j  still-births)  .  19.3  28.8 

}I)eathrate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population  11.3  11.4 

Death  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  (1.11)  .  12.2  12.6 

Death  Rate  from  puerperal  causes,  per  1 ,000  total  births  : 

Puerperal  sepsis  .  —  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  0.48  0.50 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  31.8  33.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  32.1  34.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births .  25.6  29.4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  207  245 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) .  1  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  —  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  2  2 

Area  comparability  factors  : — 

Births  .  0.93  0.93 

Deaths  .  1.11  1.11 


* 
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3.  Social  and  Economic  Conditions. 

The  principal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  ship -repairing,  coal¬ 
mining  and  export.  Under  the  Government’s  Development 
Schemes,  new  factories  have  been  established  for  the  manufacture 
of  dolls,  electrical  and  engineering  fittings,  gowns,  lingerie,  slippers, 
chemicals  and  pickles.  These  industries,  in  contrast  to  the  older 
established  heavy  industries  provide  employment  for  many  women. 


Unemployment  : — 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange, 
for  the  latest  information  available  relating  to  unemployment 
which  is  summarised  below. 

The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the  monthly 
returns,  were  as  follows  : — 


Men  (age  18-64)  . 

Boys  (age  15-17) . 

Women  (age  18-64) 
Girls  (age  15-17)  . 

1950 

1,532 

65 

352 

26 

1951 

1,367 

54 

580 

47 

1952 

1 ,356 
41 
495 
38 

1953 

1,314 

48 

492 

29 

1954 

1,074 

55 

396 

23 

Total  . 

1,975 

2,048 

1,930 

1,883 

1,548 

Of  the  different  groups  the 

percentage  of  unemployed 

was  as 

follows  — 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Men  (age  18-64)  . 

7 

/ 

6 

6 

5 

Boys  (age  15-17) . 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

Women  (age  18-64) 

4 

r- 

/ 

5 

5 

4 

Girls  (age  15-17)  . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Total  . 

6 

6 

6 

o 

4 

The  maximum  and 
during  the  year  were 

minimum  numbers 

of  persons  unemployed 

Maximum 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Men  (age  I  8-64)  . 

2,493 

1,643 

1,761 

1,820 

1,812 

*Bovs  (age  15-171 . 

116 

103 

64 

96 

97 

Women  (age  18-64) 

463 

705 

693 

587 

514 

Girls  (age  15-17)  . 

51 

78 

62 

62 

31 

Minimum 

Men  (age  18-64)  . 

1,071 

1,228 

1,090 

794 

750 

Boys  (age  15-17) . 

34 

28 

26 

28 

22 

Women  (age  18-64) 

253 

463 

389 

339 

269 

Girls  (age  15-17)  . 

8 

21 

21 

9 

8 

11 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  of 
the  County  Borough  for  1955  is  107,800,  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year  of  300.  The  natural  increase— excess  of  births  over  deaths — 
was  727.  The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  106,598. 


Births. 

1,953  babies  were  registered  as  belonging  to  South  Shields  during 
1955,  a  birth  rate  of  18.1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  birth  rate 
for  1954  was  19.0  per  1,000. 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  997  males  to  956 
females.  There  were  68  illegitimate  births  or  3.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  births. 

There  were  58  still  births,  31  males  and  27  females  :  28.8  per  1,000 
of  all  births,  live  and  still. 

The  birth  rate  in  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 
generally  and  neighbouring  authorities  was  as  follows  : — 


Live 

Still 

Births 

Births 

England  and  Wales . 

.  15.0 

23.1 

South  Shields  C.B . 

.  18.1 

28.8 

Gateshead  C.B . 

.  16.9 

38.8 

Sunderland  C.B . 

.  19.3 

25.7 

Newcastle  upon  Tvne  . 

.  16.7 

23.1 

Tynemouth  C.B . 

.  17.1 

22.1 

Durham  County  . 

.  17.2 

24.4 

Northumberland  County  . 

.  16.3 

9 

Deaths. 

There  were  1,226  deaths  during  the  year  among  South  Shields 
residents  :  males  672,  females  554.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate 
of  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a  death  rate 
of  11 .3  for  1954.  The  figure  includes  63  deaths  of  residents  who  died 
away  from  South  Shields,  but  the  deaths  of  168  non-residents  who 
died  in  South  Shields  mostly  in  hospitals,  are  excluded. 
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The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 
generally  and  neighbouring  authorities  was  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales .  11.7 

South  Shields  C.B .  11.4 

Gateshead  C.B .  11.9 

Sunderland  C.B .  10.6 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  12.4 

Tynemouth  C.B .  12.9 

Durham  County  .  11.2 

Northumberland  County  .  12.1 


The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


1st  quarter  .  14.2 

2nd  quarter  .  10.9 

3rd  quarter  .  8.8 

4th  quarter  .  12.0 


Infant  Mortality. 


There  were  66  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  this 
represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  33.8  per  1,000  births  as  com¬ 
pared  with  31.8  in  1954  and  24.9  for  the  country  generally. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

One  death  was  recorded  as  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition.  The  maternal  death  rate  was  0.50  per  i  ,000  total  births 
The  rate  for  1954  was  0.48  per  1,000  total  births. 


Zymotic  Deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  or 
Measles.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  enteritis  in  children  under  two 
years.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  0.02  per  1 ,000  of  the  population. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  ; : — 


No.  of 
deaths 

Percentage 
of  total 

(«) 

Arteriosclerotic  and  Heart  diseases 

329 

26.8 

(b) 

Cancer  . 

245 

20.0 

(c) 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  Apoplexy, 
etc . . . 

194 

15.7 

id) 

Bronchitis  . 

83 

6.7 

(e) 

Violence  and  accidents  . 

66 

5.3 

if) 

Pneumonia  . 

63 

5.1 

iff) 

Prematurity  and  diseases  of  early 
infancy . 

47 

3.8 

ih) 

Tuberculosis  . 

24 

1.9 

ii) 

Nephritis  . 

9 

0.7 

(i) 

Influenza  . 

4 

0.3 
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Average  Age  at  Death  in  (years) 


V 

\ear 

Males 

Females 

. 

Overall 

1918 

32.90 

32.61 

32.76 

1919 

34.69 

33.66 

34.20 

1920 

32.82 

34.84 

33.78 

1921 

37.31 

36.89 

37.12  1 

1922 

36.41 

39.01 

37.61  1 

1923 

35.94 

36.25 

36.09  1 

1924 

35.84 

40.65 

38.12  1 

1925 

35.77 

37.36 

36.49 

1926 

39.79 

41.15 

40.42 

1927 

40.23 

41.05 

40.62 

1928 

41.82 

41.12 

41.49 

1929 

39.49 

41.38 

40.41 

1930 

42.96 

45.94 

44.32 

1931 

39.29 

43.19 

41.11 

1932 

46.98 

49.06 

47.98 

1933 

43.30 

47.71 

45.38 

1934 

45.30 

48.00 

46.60 

1935 

48.13 

50.06 

49.04 

1936 

48.38 

53.41 

50.67 

1937 

48.64 

51.20 

49.87 

1938 

50.15 

51.88 

51.01 

1939 

52.24 

53.33 

52.73 

1940 

51.92 

54.23 

53.01 

1941 

50.34 

52.05 

51.80 

1942 

51.81 

54.37 

53.05 

1943 

52.94 

52.81 

52.88 

1944 

55.14 

56.52 

55.79 

1945 

55.54 

57.40 

56.40  1 

1946 

53.55 

58.78 

55.87 

1947 

56.67 

58.30 

57.41  1 

1948 

58.99 

60.39 

59.65 

1949 

58.27 

60.98 

59.58 

1950 

60.53 

64.40 

62.31 

1951 

61.51 

64.53 

62.88 

1952 

60.44 

63.58 

61.86 

1953 

61.59 

64.94 

63.41 

1954 

60.97 

65.53 

63.07 

1955 

63.13 

65.65 

64.27 
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Many  factors  contribute  to  this  improvement — notably  the  re¬ 
duction  of  infant  mortality,  the  decrease  in  infectious  diseases 
generally,  the  advancement  of  medical  science  and  better  housing 
conditions  resulting  in  improved  hygiene  in  the  homes,.  It  will  be 
observed  that  females  live  longer  than  males  (and  one  factor  may 
be  that  many  of  the  best  lives  among  males  were  either  lost  at  sea 
or  in  the  fighting  services  whilst  comparatively  young). 


Coroner’s  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  95  deaths.  In  14  cases, 
the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examination,  but  it  was  found 
unnecessary  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  38  deaths  which  were 
not  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or 
Coroner’s  post  mortem  examination  was  held. 


517  deaths  or  41 .8  per  cent  .of  the  total  occurred  in  institutions, 
exclusive  of  162  deaths  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough. 
These  are  detailed  in  Table  3,  page  24. 


Cremation. 

35  South  Shields  residents  were  cremated  at  the  Newcastle 
Crematorium  and  238  at  the  Sunderland  Crematorium  as  compared 
with  a  total  of  only  5  in  1936. 


Causes  of  Dsath. 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  given  in  Table  1,  page  16,  follows  the 
Abbreviated  List  in  accordance  with  the  Nomenclature  Regulations, 
1948,  of  the  World  Health  Organisation.  This  is  the  sixth  revision 
of  the  International  List  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January, 


It  provides  for  an  international  Medical  Certificate  of  Cause  of 
Death  and  rules  for  the  selection  of  the  underlying  cause  of  death, 
which  may  be  defined  as 


{a)  the  disease  or  injury  which  initiated  the  train  of  morbid 
events  leading  directly  to  death,  or 

{h)  the  circumstances  of  the  accident  or  violence  which  produced 
the  fatal  injury. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  codification  is  to  secure  such  uniformity 
in  morbidity  and  mortality  statistics,  internationally,  as  can  be 
achieved  for  comparisons. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1  (A),  page  19)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  (Table  1)  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the 
Registrar- General  ma;^  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agree¬ 
ment,  but  as  the  Registrar- Genera!  points  out,  the  classification  of 
some  deaths  in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners 
have  given  definite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  by  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  also  this 
Table  is  of  deaths  actually  registered  during  the  year,  while  Table  1 
is  of  deaths  taking  place  ;  these  possible  sources  of  discrepancy 
should  be  borne  in  mind. 


lABLE  1. — CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  during  1956  of  persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  o!  South  Shields,  classified 
according  to  the  Abbreviated  International  List  of  Causes  (Sixth  Revision)  as  adopted  for  use  in  England  and  Wales. 
This  list  has  been  abridged  by  omitting  headings  against  which  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year). 
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TABLE  1  (A)— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955.  (Supplied  by  the  Registrar-General). 
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Table  1  (A) — Continued. 
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TABLE  1  (A) — Continued. 
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TABLE  2. — Deaths  during  1955  :  Seasonal  and  Ward  Distribution. 
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TABLE  2.— Deaths  during  1956  :  Seasonal  and  Ward  Distribution. — Co7itinued. 
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TABLE  4— POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR 

1936-55 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 
of  each 
year 

Births 

1  Total  deaths 

registered 
in  the 
Borough 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths 

Net  deaths 
to  the 

belonging 

Borough 

Uncor¬ 

rected 

Num¬ 

ber 

Net 

Of  Non-Residents 
Registered  in  the 
Borough 

Of  Residents  not 

Registered  in  the 

Borough 

Under  1  year 
of  age 

At  all 

ages 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

1936 

•1 1 1,350 

1,924 

1,878 

16.9 

1,607 

14.4 

189 

49 

163 

87 

1,467 

13.2 

1937 

1  1  1,000 

1,903 

1,831 

16.5, 

1,664 

15.0 

217 

38 

147 

80 

1,485 

13.4 

1938 

1 10,400 

2,007 

1,897 

17.2 

1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

1,520 

13.8 

1939 

1 106,900 

1,834 

1,834 

16.7 

1,594 

14.9 

224 

58 

120 

66 

1,428 

13.4 

1940 

99,550 

1,843 

1,714 

17.2 

1,676 

16.8 

237 

91 

126 

74 

1,530 

15.4 

1941 

92,910 

1,732 

1,597 

17.2 

1,793 

19.3 

229 

109 

146 

91 

1,673 

18.0 

1942 

89,480 

1,712 

1,590 

17.8 

1,492 

16.7 

223 

63 

126 

79 

1,332 

14.9 

1943 

86, 1 30 

1,822 

1,696 

19.7 

1,622 

18.8 

231 

68 

127 

75 

1,459 

16.9 

1944 

91,040 

2,184 

2,058 

22.6 

1,436 

15.8 

189 

59 

104 

51 

1,306 

14.3 

1945 

93,680 

2,008 

1,882 

20.1 

1,482 

15.8 

195 

64 

131 

70 

1,351 

14.4 

1946 

100,360 

2,257 

2,206 

22.0 

1,464 

14.6 

168 

48 

145 

66 

1,344 

13.4 

1947 

101,780 

2,434 

2,441 

24.0 

1,458 

14.3 

147 

53 

1 18 

48 

1,364 

13.4 

1948 

106,800 

2,106 

2,1  13 

19.8 

1,373 

12.9 

137 

59 

89 

42 

1,295 

12.1 

1949 

108,360 

2,120 

2,127 

19.6 

1,479 

13.6 

141 

64 

97 

46 

1,402 

12.9 

1950 

1 09,400 

2,026 

2,015 

18.4 

1,494 

13.7 

143 

61 

75 

37 

1,412 

12.9 

1951 

J  106,670 

1,897 

1,933 

18.1 

1,413 

13.2 

128 

78 

76 

39 

1,363 

12.8 

1952 

107,100 

2,024 

2,007 

18.7 

1,340 

12.5 

146 

74 

77 

38 

1,268 

1  1.8 

1953 

107,300 

i,996 

1,995 

18.6 

1,301 

12.1 

142 

67 

59 

30 

1,226 

1  1.4 

1954 

107,500 

2,029 

2,041 

19.0 

1,348 

12.5 

184 

46 

65 

32 

1,210 

11.3 

1955 

107,800 

1,960 

1,953 

18.1 

1,332 

12.4 

168 

82 

66 

34 

1,226 

1 1.4 

NOTES. — (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 


(6)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a 
fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 


*Modified  estimate  for  calculation  for  rates,  as  Borough  was  extended 
on  1st  April,  1936  (mid-year  estimate  for  extended  Borough, 
111,800). 


fThe  population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  for  1939  as  given 
by  the  Registrar -General  was  110,000. 


iModified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates,  as  Borough  was  extended 
on  1st  April,  1951  (mid-year  estimate  for  extended  Borough., 
106,800). 


TABLE  5.  -BIRTH-RATES,  INJ  ANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES  1871-1955. 
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Since-  1891,  Membraneous  Croup  has  been  included  under  Diphtheria  f  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  since  1905. 


CANCER 


During  1955  there  were  245  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared 
with  207  in  1954.  132  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  males  and 

113  among  females.  There  were  49  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
respiratory  system.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  2.27  per  1,000  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  2.06  for  England  and  Wales. 
Cancer  accounted  for  20  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Borough. 
85  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cancer  deaths  in  South 
Shields  in  1955  analysed  according  to  sex  and  to  the  site  affected. 


Code. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

141 

Tongue  . 

1 

1 

144 

Parts  of  mouth  . 

5 

5 

146 

Naso-pharynx  . 

1 

1 

147 

Hypo -pharynx  . 

1 

1 

2 

150 

Oesophagus  . 

5 

2 

7 

151 

Stomach . 

26 

19 

45 

153 

Large  intestine,  except  rectum 

6 

7 

13 

154 

Rectum  . 

12 

4 

16 

155 

Bihary  passages  and  hver 

(primary)  . 

1 

5 

6 

156 

Liver  (secondary  and  unspeci¬ 
fied)  . 

2 

2 

157 

Pancreas  . 

5 

4 

9 

158 

Peritoneum . 

2 

2 

161 

Larynx  . 

2 

1 

3 

162 

Trachea,  and  bronchus  and  lung 
(primary)  . 

23 

4 

27 

163 

Lung  and  bronchus  (unspecified) 

17 

2 

19 

170 

Breast  . 

24 

24 

171 

Cervix  uteri  . 

12 

12 

172 

Corpus  uteri  . 

2 

2 

174 

Uterus,  unspecified  . 

1 

1 

175 

Ovary,  Fallopian  tube,  and 
broad  ligament  . 

11 

11 

177 

Prostate  . 

2 

2 

180 

Kidney  . 

3 

2 

5 

181 

Bladder  and  other  urinary  organs 

8 

1 

9 

191 

Skin  (other)  . 

2 

2 

4 

Code. 

193 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

system  . 

1 

1 

2 

196 

Bone  (including  jaw  bone) 

1 

1 

2 

198 

Lymph  nodes  . 

2 

1 

3 

199 

Other  and  unspecified  sites 

2 

9 

4 

201 

Hodgkin’s  disease . 

3 

3 

202 

L3^mphoma  (reticulosis)  . 

1 

1 

204 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Total  .  132  113  245 


Deaths  from  cancer  have  shown  a  progressive  increase  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  particularly  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura.  This  is  partly  attributable  to  the  increasing  age  at  death 
as  cancer  usually  affects  the  older  age  groups.  Other  contributary 
causes  are  at  present  being  investigated. 

The  distribution,  percentage  of  total  deaths  and  percentage  of 
deaths  35  years  of  age  and  upwards  (i.e.  the  age  usually  affected) 
since  1936  is  given  in  the  following  table. 


CANCER  DEATHS,  1936  to  1955. 
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♦Under  the  regulations  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1960,  the 
following  diseases  are  now  classified  as  Cancer  :  Hodgkin  s  disease,  Lymphoma  (reticulosis),  Leukaernia 
and  aleukaemia  and  mycosis  fungoides  and  these  diseases  have  therefore  been  added  to  1936/49  figures  for 

comparison. 
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SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1955,  taken  at  9-0  a.m.  (G.M.T.)  daily  at  the  Bents 

Park  and  Health  Department,  South  Shields. 
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TOTALS 
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PAET  n.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases 

Tlie  following  tables  give  the  corrected  figure  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1955  : — 


Table  A  — Age  Groups. 


B  — Ward  Distribution. 

C  — Seasonal  Incidence. 

D  — Comparative  figures  for  past  10  years. 


Table  A. — Age  Group  of  Notifications,  1955. 


Disease 

At 

all 

ages 

Undei 

1 

1 

& 

2 

I  3 
& 

4 

5 

BUatS£71BV 

1  0 

1 

-15— 

24 

25 

45 

65-f 

9 

14 

44 

64 

Scarlet  Fever . 

38 

7 

12 

14 

3 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

414 

48 

99 

102 

159 

5 

1 

,  , 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

.  • 

1 

.  , 

*  * 

,  . 

,  , 

,  * 

•  • 

Measles  . 

867 

45 

249 

298 

265 

6 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

,  , 

.  . 

.  , 

,  , 

,  , 

Pneumonia  : 

1 

influenzal . 

4 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

2 

1 

primary  . 

161 

6 

15 

6 

19 

4 

9 

34 

51 

17 

Dysentery  . 

182 

5 

31 

30 

46 

11 

5 

43 

9 

2 

Smallpox  . 

.  . 

,  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  , 

Encephalitis  . 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

2 

.  , 

1 

«  . 

,  • 

•  . 

,  , 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

,  . 

Erysipelas  . 

22 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

5 

10 

6 

Meningococcal  .... 

infection  .... 

2 

,  . 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning 

27 

7 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .  . 

40 

.  • 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

15 

25 

•  , 

.  . 

Ophthalmia . 

neonatorum.  .  .  . 

1 

1 

«  • 

Malaria  . 

Tuberculosis  : 

respiratory  .... 

178 

1 

.  . 

6 

10 

12 

52 

43 

42 

12 

non-respiratory  .  . 

15 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Total  . 

1955 

113 

409 

459  1 

517 

43 

89 

163 

120 

42 

Table  B— Ward  Distribution  of  Notifications,  1955 
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Table  C. — Seasonal  Incidence  o£  Notifications,  1956 
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Table  D. — Comparative  Notifications  for  the  past  ten  years 
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Hospital  Treatment 

During  1955,  80  cases  of  infectious  diseases  belonging  to  South 
Shields  were  treated  in  hospitals  as  under  : — 

S  her  riff 


Deans 

General 

Ingham 

Hill 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Infirmary 

Hospital 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

- 

4 

9 

Typhoid  Fever 
Diphtheria  . 

2 

2 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
Dysentery  . 

6 

5 

5 

16 

Food  poisoning 

10 

3 

13 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

25 

2 

29 

Measles  . 

3 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

•> 

2 

Encephalitis  . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

19 

44 

10 

7 

80 

In  addition,  5  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Deans  Hospital, 
suspected  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  which  were  not 
confirmed  on  subsequent  diagnosis. 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts — Transfers  from  other  areas 

Four  persons  entering  the  country  by  sea  had  been  in  contact 
with  a  case  of  smallpox  on  the  voyage,  and  one  man  entering  the 
country  by  sea,  had  come  from  an  area  in  which  malaria  was 
prevalent.  A  soldier  entering  the  country  by  air  had  been  in 
contact  with  a  case  of  poliomyelitis  on  the  flight. 

An  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  in  Italy  among  a  tourist 
party  which  included  two  South  Shields  residents. 

Four  South  Shields  residents  had  been  in  contact  with 
meningococcal  infection,  one  with  typhoid  fever  and  one  with 
poliomyelitis,  all  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

All  these  contacts  were  kept  under  observation  for  the  necessary 
period  but  none  contracted  any  of  the  diseases. 

Food  Poisoning  :  Memo  18S/Med.,  Appendix  D  (i) 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  which  occurred  during 

the  vear. 

«/ 

(1)  1st  Quarter — 1.  2nd  Quarter — 2.  3rd  Quarter — -7 

4th  Quarter — 17.  Total — 27. 

(2)  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents  : — 

Total  :  2  Total  cases  :  4  Fatal  Cases  :  1. 

(Salmonella  typhi-murium) 

(3)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  :  Nil. 
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(4)  Single  Cases  :  Total  13  :  Fatal  Nil. 


Agents  identified  : 

(a)  Salmonella  typhi-murium  .  9 

{b)  Staphylococcus  aureus  .  2 

(c)  Unidentified  .  2 


(5)  Cases  identified  in  hospital  :  10.  Fatal  cases  :  Nil. 

(All  salmonella  typhi-murium) 

(Five  of  these  cases  came  from  home  addresses  outside 
South  Shields  County  Borough). 


Laboratory  Examinations 


The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  pathological  examinations, 
etc.,  carried  out  at  various  laboratories  for  the  Public  Health 
Department. 


Public  Health 
Laboratory 
Newcastle. 


Ear,  throat  or  nasal  swabs .  1 

Urine  .  18 

Faeces  .  i,372 

Miscellaneous  Blood,  etc .  21 


General 

Hospital 

South 

Shields. 

6 


3 

2 


Total  .  1,412  11 


Whooping  Cough 

414  cases  were  notified  and  in  addition  190  cases  were  reported  by 
Head  Teachers.  Immunisation  with  a  combined  vaccine  for  diph¬ 
theria  and  whooping  cough  was  commenced  in  December,  1951. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  age  groups  and 
cases  occurring  who  had  previously  received  a  complete  course  of 
immunising  vaccine,  together  with  the  total  immunisations  carried 
out  in  1955. 


Age 

Cases  of 

Whooping 

Cough 

Cases 

previously 

immunised 

Deaths 

Immunisa¬ 

tions 

1955 

Under  1 

48 

2 

237 

1—2 

99 

7 

1,029 

3—4 

102 

4 

64 

5—9 

159 

7 

45 

10-14 

5 

1 

15- 

1 

Total  . 

414 

20 

. 

1,376 
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Notes  on  certain  infectious  diseases,  1955. 

Scarlet  fever 

38  cases  were  notified  ;  this  is  the  lowest  number  of  cases 
occurring  in  a  year  since  this  disease  became  notifiable. 

9  cases  (23.7%)  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  fatal 
cases. 


Measles 

867  cases  were  notified.  Three  cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases. 


Dysentery 

182  cases  were  notified.  16  were  treated  in  hospital.  There  was 
one  fatal  case,  a  man  of  64,  who  died  in  the  General  Hospital. 

Apart  from  one  or  two  small  outbreaks  in  the  local  hospitals, 
there  were  no  incidents  involving  nurseries  or  schools  and  this 
infection  would  now  seem  to  be  endemic  in  the  community  in  spite 
of  intensive  efforts  by  this  Department  to  restrict  its  spread  when 
cases  are  notified. 


Enteric  Fever 

Two  cases  were  notified.  The  first  case  was  a  man  of  47,  who 
had  been  a  hospital  inmate  since  1927,  he  was  found  to  be  a 
‘‘  carrier  ”  in  a  routine  hospital  check. 

The  second  case  was  a  boy  of  2  years.  His  father  had  a  history  of 
gastro -intestinal  illness  over  the  past  15  years,  but  faeces  and 
blood  tests  proved  negative.  The  child  recovered. 

Meningococcal  infection 

Two  cases  were  notified,  a  boy  of  2  years,  and  a  boy  of  9  years, 
both  recovered. 

Encephalitis 

One  case  occurred  (post  infectious — chickenpox)  :  a  boy  of 
6  years  who  recovered. 
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Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  were  reported.  One  of  these  was  confirmed,  a  girl  of 
2  years,  a  mild  paralytic  case.  Investigation  suggested  that  this 
child  was  infected  while  on  holiday  in  Cardiff. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

During  1955,  39  cases  were  reported.  Of  these,  3i  were  children 
up  to  ten  years  of  age — 16  boys  and  15  girls  ;  and  the  other  8 
cases  (5  males  and  3  females)  were  evenly  distributed  over  age 
groups  up  to  GO  years. 

There  was  family  contact  in  seven  cases  ;  three  cases  occurred 
one  week  after  the  date  of  onset  in  a  sibling,  two  cases  two  weeks 
after,  and  two  cases  three  weeks  after.  Seven  other  patients  had 
a  history  of  school  contact  with  cases  of  ‘  jaundice  ’,  while  four 
patients  had  been  in  contact  with  other  cases  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Seven  cases  occurred  out  of  a  staff  of  nine  of  a  grocer’s  shop.  In 
this  outbreak,  bacteriological  tests  were  made  from  the  patients 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  for  the  presence  of  dysentery  or 
salmonella  infection,  but  with  negative  result. 


There  was  a  history  of  previous  parenteral  injection  within  the 
previous  6  months  in  6  cases  (15%). 

The  symptoms  in  4  cases  (ail  under  ten  years  of  age)  were  stated 
to  have  been  severe,  19  of  moderate  severity  and  16  mild. 
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PART  m.— LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
National  Health  Service  Acts  1946-52 
SECTION  22.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Notification  of  Births 

The  number  of  births  notified  or  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1955,  was  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 

Births  Births 

Domiciliary  Births  : 

Notified  by  midwives  .  1,071  16 

Notified  by  doctors  . . .  1 

Registered  (and  not  notified)  .  1 

Births  m  South  Shields  Maternity 
Hospital  : 

Notified  by  midwives  .  839  62 


1,912  78 

Less — Born  in  South  Shields  Maternity 
Hospital  to  mothers  not  normally  resident 
in  the  Borough  :  .  222  19 


1,690  59 

Add — Born  outside  Borough  to  mothers 
normally  resident  in  the  town  : 

In  Institutions  .  *270  1 

At  Private  Addresses . 

Net  Total .  1,960  60 


*The  institutions  outside  the  Borough  where  the  births  occurred, 
were  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 
Births  Births 

Danesfield  Maternity  Home,  Jarrow  .  185 

Princess  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newcastle 

upon  Tyne  .  42  1 

Hopedene  Maternity  Hospital,  N’cle .  11 

Ashleigh  Nursing  Home,  Gosforth  .  9 

Lealholme  Nursing  Home,  Sunderland  5 

Maternity  Hospital,  Sunderland  .  4 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  . 3 

Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields  .  3 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  .  2 

General  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland  .  1 
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Live  Still 

Births  Births 


Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary,  Tynemouth  1 

Frater  Maternity  Home,  Tynemouth  .  1 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead  1 

Royal  Marine  Hospital,  London  .  1 

Fernwood  Maternity  Hospital,  N’cle .  1 


Total  .  270  1 


The  total  births  correspond  to  a  birth  rate  for  1955  of  18.1 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  19.0  in  1954  and  18.6 
in  1953. 

Included  in  this  total  are  26  sets  of  twins  : — 

7  sets  born  at  home. 

19  sets  born  in  S.  S.  Maternity  Hospital. 

Premature  Infants 

The  number  of  premature  live  births  (i.e.  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less 
at  birth)  notified  during  the  year  as  belonging  to  South  Shields  was 
147  ;  65  of  these  were  born  at  home,  72  in  the  South  Shields 
Maternity  Hospital  and  10  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  outside 
of  town. 

The  survival  of  these  during  the  first  28  days  of  life  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PREMATURE 

STILL-BIRTHS 
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*The  group  under  this  heading  will  Include  cases  which  may  be  born  In  one  hospital  and  transferred  to  another. 
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Premature  Still  Births 

Of  the  60  still-births  recorded,  24  were  premature  ;  6  occurred 
at  home  and  18  in  the  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  was  one  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the 
year,  occurring  in  a  domiciliary  confinement. 

No  impairment  of  vision  occurred. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  “  discharging  eyes  ”  were  notified  by 
mid  wives. 

Two  of  these  cases  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  the  remainder  of  the  cases. 
One  of  the  cases  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1954  cleared  up, 
with  no  impairment  of  vision. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum,. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

40  cases  of  puerperal  p5rrexia  were  notified,  6  of  which  occurred 
in  the  S .  S .  M  aternity  Hospital  and  34  in  domiciliary  confinements .  1 2 
of  the  cases  nursed  at  home  were  referred  to  the  nurses  of  the 
South  Shields  and  District  Nursing  Association. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  66  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
(36  boys  and  30  girls)  ;  an  infantile  mortahty  rate  of  33.8  per  1,000 
births.  The  neo-natal  mortality  was  24.1  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  among  illegitimate  children  numbered  2  out  of  68  births, 
compared  with  64  deaths  among  1,885  legitimate  children. 

The  principal  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  : — 


Prematurity  .  27 

Congenital  defects  .  19 

Bronchitis  .  3 

Pneumonia  .  10 

Enteritis  .  5 

Other  causes .  2 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  among  South  Shields  mothers  during  the 
year  due  to  pregnancy. 

One  death  was  associated  with  pregnancy,  the  cause  being 
“  Cerebral  haemorrhage — ^ruptured  aneurysm 

The  maternal  death-rate  (based  on  one  death)  was  0.50  per  1,000 
total  births  as  compared  with  0.48  in  1954.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  0.64  per  1,000  births. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Three  clinics  are  in  use  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  Chnic,  Stanhope  Parade. 

“  Nook  ”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon  and  the 
Community  Centre  Hut,  Steward  Crescent. 


Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  361 

Women  attending  .  1,676 

New  Cases  .  1,451 

Total  attendances  .  11,105 


Post-Natal  Clinics 

Patients  were  seen  at  the 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  48 

Women  attending  (total)  .  77 

New  cases  .  77 

Total  attendances  .  90 


DEATHS  DURING  1955  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR.  CAUSES  AND  AGES 
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DEATHS  DURING  1955  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  :  CAUSES  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

Food  is  distributed  from  the  Clinics  as  follows  :  — 


Weekly 

Sessions 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade 

Monday  to  Friday  . Mornings  and  afternoons 

Saturday  . Mornings .  11 

Nook  Hall,  Sunderland  Road 

Tuesday  . Afternoons  .  1 

Community  Centre  Hut,  Steward  Crescent 

Wednesday  . Afternoons 

Friday  . Afternoons  .  2 

West  Harton  Methodist  Church  Hall,  Boldon 
Lane 

Wednesday  . Mornings . 

Friday  . Mornings .  2 

Ingham  Street  Hail 

Thursday  . Afternoons  .  1 

Youth  Club,  Hudson  Street 

Friday  . Afternoons  .  1 


Total  .  18  sessions 


The  total  amounts  issued  were  : — 

Under  Circular  10/54 

National  Dried  Milk  (tins)  .  128,484 

Cod  Liver  oil  (bottles)  .  18,450 

Vitamin  A.  &  D.  Tablets  (packets)  .  5,061 

Orange  Juice  (bottles)  .  82,368 

Under  Local  Health  Authority’s  other  Arrangenaents 

Virol  (cartons)  .  3,132 
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Day  Nurseries 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  two  Day  Nurseries, 
Nos.  1  and  29  Beach  Road,  for  the  past  year.  There  is  accommo¬ 
dation  for  40  children  in  each  nursery. 

1  Beach  29  Beach 
Road  Road 


No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  end  of  1954  34  35 

Admissions  during  1955  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  42  32 

2 — 5  years  old .  39  33 

No.  of  attendances  during  1955  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  2,682  2,371 

2—5  years  old .  5,307  5,035 

Average  attendance  per  session  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  10.3  9.1 

2—5  years  old .  20.3  19.4 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1955 

Under  2  years  old  .  16  13 

2 — 5  years  old .  30  30 


The  admission  of  children  on  the  authority  of  the  Matron,  without 
waiting  for  the  formal  approval  of  the  Sub-Committee,  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

Taken  over  the  whole  year  the  percentage  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  in  full  employment  was  93.5%  and  3.7%  w’^ere  com¬ 
passionate  cases. 

Ultra  Violet-Ray  Treatment 

152  children  made  2,096  attendances.  Conditions  treated  w^ere  : 


Debility .  74 

Chest  diseases  .  38 

Rickets,  etc . 37 

Skin  diseases  .  2 

Other  .  1 


Care  o£  Illegitimate  Children 

The  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  unmarried 
mothers  is  carried  out  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  the 
Jarrow  Deanery  Moral  Welfare  Association.  A  full-time  welfare 
worker  is  employed  with  an  office  in  South  Shields.  Her  duties, 
however,  also  embrace  the  areas  of  neighbouring  authorities. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 


welfare  worker  for  South  Shields  cases  during  1955  : — 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  seeking  help  and  advice  .  15 

,,  married  women  with  illegitimate  children  .  8 

,,  South  Shields  children  placed  elsewhere  .  7 

Dental  Report. 


During  the  year,  each  child  at  the  day  nurseries  has  received  a 
dental  inspection.  The  teeth  of  these  children  under  five  years  of 
age  were,  on  the  whole,  good,  but  those  teeth  decayed  were  usually 
beyond  conservative  treatment. 

The  treatment  of  other  pre-school  children  has  mainly  been  to 
relieve  toothache,  the  extractions  being  undertaken  under  a  general 
anaesthetic — this  usually  being  ethyl  chloride  administered  by  one 
of  the  assistant  medical  officers. 

With  the  appointment  of  a  consultant  anaesthetist  in  November 
it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  the  treatment  of  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers  requiring  major  extractions.  Previously  all  such 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Local  General  Hospital  for  such  treatment. 

Although  a  definite  start  has  been  made  in  the  conservative 
treatment  for  mothers,  the  response  has  not  always  been  too 
encouraging.  Quite  a  high  proportion  of  those  accepting  this  form 
of  treatment  at  inspection  failed  to  attend  at  the  appointment. 
In  order  to  stimulate  as  much  interest  as  possible  in  prophylactic 
and  conservative  treatment  the  Senior  Dental  Officer  arranged 
talks  for  the  Authority’s  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  on  general 
dental  topics.  The  importance  of  regular  visits  to  the  dentist  was 
emphasized  and  it  is  hoped  that  both  Health  Visitors  and  Mid  wives 
will  be  able  to  help  further  dental  education  amongst  their  patients^ 

During  the  year,  staff  changes  occurred,  Mr.  Christensen  who  had 
held  a  part-time  appointment  for  a  number  of  years  resigned  in 
September,  on  taking  an  appointment  in  Southern  England.  His 
place  was  taken  in  October  by  Mrs.  Makepeace. 

Dentures  are  supplied  by  : 

Mr.  W.  T.  Richardson, 

149  Barras  Bridge, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

X-ray  facilities  have  not  been  available  at  the  Clinic  during 
1955,  but  it  is  proposed  to  instal  an  X-ray  Unit  in  1956. 
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SECTION  23.— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Intention  to  practise 

46  mid  wives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1955. 
Of  these,  22  w^ere  in  the  maternity  hospital,  and  24  were  municipal 
domiciliary  mid  wives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  22  midwives  were 
in  the  municipal  service  and  16  in  the  maternity  hospital. 

Suspension  from  practice 

There  were  no  temporary  suspensions  of  midwives  notified  to  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  account  of  infectious  conditions. 

Domiciliary  Midwives 

1,089  births  were  attended  in  their  own  homes,  84  less  than  in 
1954.  Of  the  total  births  to  South  Shields  residents  (2,020),  53.9% 
occurred  at  home  and  46.1%  in  hospital.  In  254  cases  the  services 
of  a  doctor  as  well  as  a  midwife  were  engaged.  In  242  cases  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  the  midwives  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Mid  wives 
Act,  1951. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  domiciliary 


midwives  during  1955  : — 

Number  of  births  attended  : — 

As  midwives  .  835 

As  nurses .  254 

Other  cases  (miscarriages,  etc.)  27 


In  addition  893  patients  were  attended  on  their  discharge  from 
hospital  before  the  14th  day. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  were  as  follows  : — 


Morning  visits . 18,576 

Evening  visits .  3,638 

Pre-natal  visits  . 7,285 

Post-natal  visits  .  2,446 

Night  calls  .  1,049 


Total 


32,994 
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Oas  and  Air  Analgesia 

910  patients  had  “  gas  and  air  ”  analgesia  administered  by  the 
midwives  in  their  confinements.  This  represents  84%  of  home 


deliveries. 

{a)  When  acting  as  a  midwife .  694 

(6)  When  acting  as  a  maternity  nurse  .  216 


All  the  municipal  mid  wives  are  now  qualified  to  administer 
analgesia. 

Notifications  from  Midwives 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  from  domiciliar}^  midwives  : — 

Sending  for  medical  aid  .  242  (242  cases,  247  causes) 


Intention  to  practise  . 

.  46 

Artificial  feeding  . 

.  177 

Deaths  :  Mothers . 

— 

Infants . 

.  2 

Still  births  . 

.  10 

Source  of  infection  . 

.  15 

Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1951. 

The  principal  reasons  for  calling  in  medical  aid  were  : — 


{a)  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(1)  Mothers. 

Malpresentations,  delayed  or  prolonged  labour .  38 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  .  15 

Haemorrhage  .  21 

Perineal  rupture  .  50 

Increased  pulse  and  temperatm’e  .  25 

Toxaemia .  4 

Albuminuria,  oedema  .  12 

Retained  placenta  . 5 

Phlebitis  .  1 

Other  causes . 20 

(2)  Babies 

Prematurity  .  6 

Feebleness  and  jaundice .  3 

Discharging  eyes  .  23 

Deformities,  injury  .  2 

Cold  .  2 

Septic  spots .  12 

Other  causes .  8 


247 
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(5)  Institutional  Cases  where  Medical  Aid  was 


Sltmmoned,  Numbered  .  324 

Total  .  571 


Part  II  Training  School  for  Pupil  Midwives 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  : — 

In  training  on  1st  January,  1955  .  12 

New  students  during  1955  .  17 

Still  training  on  31st  December,  1955  .  7 

Number  of  students  who  entered  for  Part  II  of  the 

Board’s  Examination  .  22 

Number  of  students  who  passed  examination .  22 


Seven  pupils  completed  training  to  administer  “  gas  and  air  ” 
analgesia. 


ANTE-NATAL  OAEE 

(1)  Defects  Found 

The  following  were  the  defects  found  among  the  mothers  : — 


Dental  caries  .  309 

Respiratory  diseases  .  13 

Varicose  veins .  305 

Oedema  . 152 

Albuminuria  .  35 

Raised  blood  pressure .  96 

Glycosuria  .  46 

Cardiac  disease  .  15 


(2)  Rhesus  Factor 

799  specimens  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers  and  108  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  examined  for  Rhesus  Factor.  682 
were  Rhesus  positive  and  117  were  negative.  (Four  mothers  were 
admitted  to  hospital  with  active  anti-bodies).  Two  of  the  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  positive.  In  addition,  31  specimens 
of  blood  were  taken  from  fathers,  28  of  which  were  positive  and 
3  negative. 

(3)  Wassermann  Tests 

1,128  routine  Wassermann.  tests  were  carried  out,  of  which  6 
gave  positive  results.  6  patients  were  referred  to  special  clinics. 
In  addition  4  patients  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 


54 


Maternity  Outfits 

1,194  complete  outfits  were  distributed  to  expectant  mothers 
from  the  Health  Department  during  1955. 

Training  Courses 

Post-graduate  training  courses  w^ere  taken  by  two  of  the  midwives 
during  1955. 


SECTION  24,— HEALTH  VISITING 

Staff 

As  at  31st  December,  1955  : — 

12  Full-time  Health  Visitors. 

2  Student  Health  Visitors. 

Two  health  visitors  resigned  and  left  the  staff  during  the  year, 
and  one  student  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  and  commenced 
training. 

Duties  and  Responsibilities  of  Health  Visitors 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  widened  the  field  and 
increased  the  scope  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  work. 

Her  duties  and  responsibilities  now  cover  all  members  of  the 
community,  both  young  and  old,  and  families  in  South  Shields  are 
visited  and  advised  as  family  units.  There  is  nowadays  less  routine 
visiting  to  healthy  children  and  more  specialised  visiting  of  which 
the  following  are  a  few  examples  : —  ' 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

Follow  up  of  Hospital  discharges. 

Handicapped  children. 

Problem  families. 

Tuberculosis  contact  visiting  with  special  regard  to  B.C.G. 
vaccination  for  child  contacts. 

Refresher  Courses. 

In  1955,  two  health  visitors  attended  a  course  held  in  Cambridge  : 
Miss  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Cal  Ian.  Miss  Mycock,  the  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor  also  attended  a  course  at  Manchester. 
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The  Integration  of  Public  Health  teaching  into  the  Curriculum  of  the 
Student  Nurse. 

At  intervals  during  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Sister  Tutors  of 
the  Ingham  Infirmary  and  General  Hospital  we  have  arranged  for 
senior  student  hospital  nurses  to  visit  on  the  district  with  a  Health 
Visitor  to  gain  knowledge  of  the  background  and  social  conditions 
of  the  homes  of  the  public  who  might  become  their  patients.  This 
has  proved  a  success  and  is  greatty  appreciated  by  the  Sister  Tutors 
and  Nurses. 

Student  Nurses  in  their  first  three  months  of  training  are  also 
brought  to  the  chnic  to  be  shown  the  various  departments  and 
clinics  and  a  short  talk  is  given  by  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

Co-operation  and  Liaison  with  the  Chest  Clinic 

During  1955,  a  School  Nurse  was  allocated  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  for  two  sessions  per  week  to  assist  in  clinics  dealing  with 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

The  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  give  short  health  talks 
to  groups  of  mothers  with  the  aid  of  flannelgraphs,  posters, 
blackboard,  etc. 

Talks  and  propaganda  by  Health  Visitors  on  vaccination  have 
resulted  in  an  increase  of  numbers  of  children  vaccinated. 

During  1955  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  visits  to  homes: 


Expectant  mothers  :  1st  Visits  .  458 

Subsequent  visits  .  86 

Post-natal  mothers  .  10 

Children  under  1  year  of  age  :  1st  visits . 1,931 

Subsequent  visits  .  10,095 

Children  aged  1  and  2  years  :  visits  .  4,931 

Children  aged  2  to  5  years  :  visits  .  13,196 

Visits  re  still  births  .  58 

,,  infant  deaths  .  58 

,,  adopted  children  .  14 

,,  domestic  helps  .  13 

,,  tuberculosis .  5,132 

,,  other  infectious  diseases .  1,536 

,,  admission  to  hospitals  .  974 

B.C.G.  vaccination .  100 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 

Seven  morning  and  eight  afternoon  clinics  are  held  each  week* 
Three  of  the  morning  clinics  are  devoted  to  toddlers.  Five  sessions 
are  held  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  and  ten  at  the  branch  clinics,  as 
follows  : — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade — Tuesday  and  Thursday 
mornings  ;  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Frida}^  afternoons 

“  Nook  ”  Hall,  Cleadon  Park — Wednesday  and  Thursday 
mornings  ;  Tuesday  afternoon. 

West  Harton  Methodist  Church  Hall — Wednesday  and  Friday 
mornings. 

Ingham  Street  Hall— Tuesday  morning  and  Thursday  afternoon. 

Hudson  Street  Youth  Club — Friday  afternoon. 

Steward  Crescent  Community  Centre  Hut — Wednesday  and 
Friday  afternoons. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  at  these  Centres  : — 


New  attenders  during  1955  .  1,568 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  28,541 

Number  of  sessions  held .  765 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  following  is  a  summa.ry  of  the  work  of  the  South  Shields  and 
District  Nursing  Association  : — - 


Cases  on  books  at  1st  January,  1955  .  263 

New  cases — Medical  .  1,054 

Surgical  .  216 

Infectious  diseases  .  6 

Tuberculosis  .  31 

Maternal  complications  .  29 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  .  139 

Carcinoma  . 114 

Pneumonia  .  103 

Diabetes .  23 

Cerebral  conditions  .  82 


-  1,797 

Visits  paid  by  nurses  .  45,044 

Patients  over  65  years  of  age  .  713 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  .  88 

Patients  who  had  more  than  24  visits  during  the 

year  .  368 

Cases  remaining  on  books  at  31st  December,  1955  316 
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SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Of  the  1,976  births  occurring  in  1954,  and  surviving  on  31st 
December,  1954 — 599  infants  (30.3%)  were  successfully  vaccinated 
by  the  31st  December,  1955. 


Of  children  surviving  at  12  months  of  age  : — 

From  1920  to  1929  . 43.1%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1930  to  1939  . 38.8%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1940  to  1948  (4th  July)  . 41.4%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  5th  July,  1948  to  1949  . 10.0%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1950  to  end  of  1954  . 22.2%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 


During  1955 — 659  vaccinations  (310  by  private  practitioners 
and  349  by  our  medical  officers)  and  151  re-vaccinations  (150  by 
private  practitioners  and  1  by  our  medical  officers)  were  carried 
out. 


Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th 
July,  1948,  certificates  of  successful  vaccinations  as  under  have  been 
received  : — 


Vaccinations. 

*1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Under  1  year  old 

102 

122 

287 

351 

354 

444 

592 

525 

One  year  old  / . 

25 

14 

18 

27 

23 

2  to  4  years  \ . 

.  14 

63 

75 

44 

32 

33 

18 

25 

5  to  14  years  . 

9 

16 

33 

45 

39 

29 

23 

27 

Over  15  years  . 

.  16 

30 

106 

95 

111 

108 

61 

59 

Total  Vaccinations 

141 

231 

501 

560 

550 

632 

721 

659 
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Re  -  Vaccination  s  . 


2  to  4  years .  2  6  1  .  8  7  7 

5  to  14  years  .  2  8  20  11  19  9  26  21 

Over  15  years  .  33  46  203  166  147  190  136  123 


Total  Re-vaccinations  35  56  229  178  166  207  169  151 


*  6  months  only. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  4.7%  of  the  total  population 
have  been  vaccinated  during  the  past  7  years.  As  South  Shields 
is  a  sea  port  visited  by  all  nationalities,  the  gravity  of  the  position 
is  apparent. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

1,629  children  were  immunised  during  1955,  of  these  1,252  were 
immunised  by  medical  officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  addition  2,087  children  had  reinforcing  treatment.  It  was 
estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1955,  89%  of  the  school  children  in  the 
Borough  and  58%  of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  had  been  im¬ 
munised. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  agreed  that,  because  individual  im¬ 
munity  tends  to  wane  with  the  passage  of  time,  an  assessment  of 
the  extent  to  which  a  local  population  has  been  protected  must  take 
into  account  the  proportion  of  children  who  have  had  a  course  of 
immunisation  within  the  last  five  years.  These  figures  are  given 
under  para.  A  of  the  following  table.  Para.  D  gives  the  resultant 
index,  which  is  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  during  the 
past  5  years.  This  is  still  far  from  satisfactory  and  parents  are 
urged  in  the  interests  of  their  children  to  ensure  that  immunisation 
and  later  re-inforcing  immunisation  is  carried  out. 
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I.  Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1955,  who  have  completed  a 
course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time 
since  1st  January,  1941). 


Age  on  31.12,1955 
(i.e  born  in  year) 

Under  1 
1955 

1—4 

1951—1954 

5—9 

1946—1950 

10—14 

1941—1945 

Under  15 
Total 

A — Niunber  of  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  course  (prim¬ 
ary  or  booster)  in 
the  period  1951 — 
1955 

261 

5,351 

7,968 

3,495 

17,075 

B — Number  of  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  course  (prim¬ 
ary  or  booster)  in 
the  period  1941 — 
1950 . 

341 

3,700 

4,041 

C — Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child  popula¬ 
tion  . 

1,920 

7,680 

^ - ^ - ; 

17,500 

27,100 

D — Immunity  In¬ 
dex  100  A/C  . 

13.6 

69.7 

65.5 

63.0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  England  and  Wales  since  the  National  Immunisation  Campaign 
was  launched  in  1940,  and  the  number  of  deaths  : — , 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1 940 

36,281 

2,480 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

1942 

41,404 

1,827 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

1944 

23,199 

934 

1945 

18,596 

722 

1946 

11,986 

472 

1947 

5,609 

244 

1948 

3,575 

156 

1949 

1,890 

84 

1950 

962 

49 

1951 

664 

33 

1952 

376 

32 

1953 

266 

23 

1954 

173 

9 

1955 

*161 

*11 

*Provisional  figures. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  South  Shields  and  the  number  of  deaths  and  children  immunised 

since  the  campaign  began  here 

in  1938 

Children 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

{and.er  15) 

Immunised 

1938 

598 

61 

4,649 

1939 

493 

44 

11,441 

1940 

187 

25 

12,882 

1941 

183 

25 

13,226 

1942 

201 

17 

15,998 

1943 

234 

18 

17,140 

1944 

178 

'  8 

17,651 

1945 

125 

7 

17,881 

1946 

77 

2 

17,527 

1947 

60 

2 

17,647 

1948 

50 

2 

18,070 

1949 

20 

2 

18,947 

1950 

5 

1 

19,357 

1951 

3 

None 

20,000 

1952 

None 

None 

20,143 

1953 

None 

None 

20,450 

1954 

None 

None 

20,740 

1955 

None 

None 

21,116 

None  of  the  patients  who  died  from  diphtheria  had  been  immunised. 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

1,406  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during 
the  year  ;  1,376  combined  with  diphtheria  prophylactic  and  30 
whooping  cough  vaccine  alone. 


The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows  ; — 


Age 

Combined 
Whooping 
Cough  and 
Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

only 

Total 

0+ 

237 

3 

240 

1  + 

910 

6 

916 

2-- 

119 

3 

122 

3  + 

37 

1 

38 

4  + 

27 

10 

37 

5  + 

23 

5 

28 

6  + 

11 

2 

13 

7  + 

4 

4 

8  + 

3 

3 

9  f 

4 

4 

10  + 

1 

. 

1 

11  + 

12  + 

13- 

14- r 

Totals  . 

1,376 

30 

1,406 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  during  1955  : — 


By  By  Sitting 

(1)  Patients  Ambulance  Case  Cars 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  in  South  ' 

Shields  .  32,534  142 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  outside 

South  Shields  .  5,281  78 


Total  patients  .  37,815  220 


(2)  Journeys 

Journeys  with  patients  in  South  Shields  9,106  50 

Journeys  with  patients  outside  South 

Shields  . 2,009  50 

Accidents  and  Emergencies  .  1,647 

Infectious  Disease  cases  .  196 

Midwives  with  Analgesia  Apparatus  .  2,151  8 

Other  journeys .  278 


Total  journeys  .  15,387  108 


(3)  Mileage 

Mileage  in  South  Shields  .  98,744  447 

Mileage  outside  South  Shields  .  66,075  1,856 


Total  mileage  .  164,819  2,303 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  service  9  ambulances  and 
1  car.  There  were  22  driver-attendants,  one  ambulance  super¬ 
intendent  and  one  telephone  operator. 


The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955,  was 
£20,272.  Two  shillings  and  five  pence  per  vehicle  mile. 


In  1955  each  journey  averaged  10.8  miles  and  2.5  patients  were 
carried  as  compared  with  10.4  miles  and  2.4  patients  for  1954, 
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SECTION  28.— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE 


Recuperative  Holidays 

Recuperative  holidays  in  approved  convalescent  homes  are 
arranged  for  invalids  by  the  Local  Authority  for  persons  who  are 
recommended  b}"  their  own  medical  practitioners  for  this  form  of 
therapy,  and  who  are  unable  otherwise  to  obtain  such  treatment. 
During  the  year  1955,  67  persons  made  application  and  were  dealt 
with  as  follows  : — 

51  were  admitted  to  Procter  Memorial  Home,  Shotley  Bridge, 

(40  for  tw^o  weeks,  3  for  three  weeks,  7  for  four  weeks  and 
i  for  six  weeks). 

5  cases  admitted  to  Rose  Joicey  Home,  Whitburn. 

(One  for  four  w^eeks,  4  for  two  weeks). 

1  case  admitted  to  Whickham,  for  two  weeks. 

10  cases  withdrew  their  applications. 

Of  the  57  patients  who  went  on  holiday  under  the  scheme,  12 
were  males  and  45  females,  their  ages  ranging  from  11  years  to 
75  years.  The  reasons  for  recuperative  holidays  were  ;  bronchitis 
16;  neurasthenia  7;  cardiac  disability  5;  post-operation  5  ; 
domestic  stress  3  ;  rheumatism  2  ;  cerebral  haemorrhage  2  ;  and 
debility  17. 

The  cost  of  the  service  was  £317  17s.  6d.,  and  the  sum  of 
£56  12s.  Od.  v/as  assessed  as  recoverable  from  patients. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  this  service  since  its  inception  in 
1951. 

1951  16  cases  made  application  ;  12  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £70.  Amount  recoverable  £20  3s.  6d. 

1952  1  case  made  application  ;  1  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £10.  Amount  recoverable  16s.  8d. 

1953  4  cases  made  application  ;  i  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £5.  Amount  recoverable  I  Os.  8d. 

1954  33  cases  made  application  ;  26  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £151  11s.  6d.  Amount  recoverable  £31  6s.  4d. 

1955  67  cases  made  application  ;  57  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £317  17s.  6d.  Amount  recoverable 

£56  128.  Od. 
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Sick  Room  Requisites 

608  articles  were  lent  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 


Bed  Pans  .  151 

Air  Cushions .  138 

Invalid  Chairs .  12 

Rubber  Sheets  .  130 

Bed  rests  .  77 

Crutches  (prs.)  .  2 

Urinals .  43 

Air  Beds  . . .  4 

Dunlopillo  mattresses .  4 

Cradles  (Orthopaedic)  .  10 

Feeding  Cups  . 

Spinal  carriage  .  3 

Commodes  . 26 

Bedsteads  .  3 

Other  articles  .  5 


Total  .  608 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  1st  January,  1955  .  1,206 

Cases  notified  during  1955  193 

Non-notified  fatal  cases  .  2 

Notified  posthumously  . 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register .  17 

“  Inward  ”  Transfers .  17 


1,435 
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Cases  removed  from  register  : — 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  .  32 

Left  the  town  .  24 

Two  years  untraced  .  1 

Three  years  free  (non -respiratory)  .  14 

Five  years  free  (respiratory) .  67 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn  .  12 

Not  requiring  further  assistance  . 


150 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  1955 


1,285 


Males 


Respiratory .  649 

Non-respiratory  .  51 

700 


Females 


533 

52 


585 


Total 

1,182 

103 


1,285 


There  was  an  increase  of  79  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December  as  compared  with  the  1st  January,  1955. 

Of  the  193  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Respiratory  .  109  69  178 

Non-respiratory  .  9  6  15 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  “  new  cases  ”  (including 
the  2  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 


67 


Age  Group 


Under  1  year 
1  +years  .... 
2 —  4  years 
5 —  9  years 
10 — 14  years 
15 — 19  years 
20 — 24  years 
25 — 34  years 
35 — 44  years 
45 — 54  years 
55 — 64  years 
65 — 74  years 
75 +y ears  .... 


Total 


Respiratory 


M. 


F. 


Non- 

respiratory 


M. 


F. 


4 

4 

3 

23 

9 

12 

11 

20 

16 

6 

3 


2 

6 

9 

15 

5 
10 
10 

6 


4 

1 


1 

1 

1 

] 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

1 

1 


111 


69 


9 


6 


These  figures  include  10  Arabs,  all  respiratory  cases  : — 


Males  age  25,  31,  32,  43,  50,  55,  59  and  79  .  8 

Female  age  30 .  1 

Male  aged  5 . 1 

Total  .  10 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  each  of  the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 
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1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Notified  : — 

Respiratory  . 

222 

165 

195 

188 

166 

206 

232 

237 

176 

178 

Non-respiratory  . 

54 

54 

45 

36 

35 

36 

24 

23 

20 

15 

Not  Notified  :  : — 
Respiratory 

8 

9 

8 

10 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

Non-respiratory 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Total 

288 

229 

250 

236 

203 

247 

260 

‘264 

199 

195 

Notification  rate 

2.87 

2.25 

2.34 

2.18 

1.86 

2.31 

2.43 

2.46 

1.85 

1.81 

Cases  per  100  deaths  . 

280 

283 

309 

207 

303 

588 

406 

754 

524 

813 

During  1955,  195  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
County  Borough,  4  less  than  in  1954.  Of  these,  180  were  respiratory 
and  15  in  which  the  disease  affected  organs  other  than  the  lungs. 
The  notification  rate  was  1.81  per  1,000  of  the  population  (1.67 
respiratory  and  0.14  non-respiratory). 

« 

A  comparison  of  the  notification  rates  for  neighbouring  authorities 
is  as  follows  : — 


South  Shields  . 

Gateshead  C.B . 

Sunderland  C.B . 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

Tynemouth  C.B . 

Durham  County  . 

Northumberland  County 


1.81  per  1,000 


1.65 

1.31 

1.57 

0.82 

0.85 

1.41 
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Age  and  Sex  of  Cases  on  Notification  Register 
as  on  31st  December,  1955 


Age 

Groups 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

0-  4  years 

14 

1 

8 

4 

27 

5-  9  years 

33 

13 

32 

7 

85 

10-14  years 

35 

12 

36 

9 

92 

15-19  years 

52 

6 

64 

5 

127 

20-24  years 

63 

2 

104 

o 

174 

25-29  yeai's 

60 

3 

98 

5 

166 

30-34  years 

71 

4 

08 

5 

148 

35-39  years 

55 

2 

36 

5 

98 

40-44  years 

46 

2 

25 

1 

74 

45-49  years 

49 

2 

24 

1 

76 

50-54  years 

47 

2 

15 

1 

65 

55-59  years 

48 

1 

5 

O 

56 

60-64  years 

39 

1 

3 

2 

45 

65-69  years 

27 

10 

37 

70-74  years 

4 

O 

O 

rr 

i 

75-79  years 

3 

o 

80-84  years 

O 

O 

2 

5 

Totals . 

649 

51 

533 

52 

1,285 

Mortality 

Tuberculosis  caused  24  deaths  during  1956.  22  respiratory  and 

2  non-respiratory.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.22  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  0.35  for  1954. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  ten  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1 

1949|1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Respiratory 

0.86 

0.70 

0.68 

0.98 

0.55 

0.35 

0.59 

0.30 

0.32 

0.20 

Non-respiratory 

0.17 

0.09 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

0.01 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  death  rates  of 
neighbouring  authorities,  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  : — 


England  and  Wales .  0.15 

South  Shields  .  0.22 

Gateshead  C.B .  0.20 

Sunderland  C.B .  0.18 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  0.18 

Tynemouth  C.B .  0.15 

Durham  County  . .  0.20 

Northumberland  County  .  0.17 
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Contacts  examined  at  Chest  Clinic 


No.  of  contacts  examined  .  481 

No.  tuberculin  tested .  233 

Results  — positive  .  75 

,,  — negative .  158 

-  233 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G .  85 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

The  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
by  the  Chest  Physician  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1951,  and 
that  for  the  vaccination  of  “  13  vear  olds  ”  bv  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Pubhc  Health  Department  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  1954, 
since  when  the  following  children  have  been  vaccinated  with  Bacillus 
Calmette — Guerin  vaccine  : — 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations  in  South  Shields 


Year  of 
Birth 

1951 

1 952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Total 

1  Ooo 

61 

61 

1954 

71 

15 

86 

J  953 

43 

16 

10 

69 

1 952 

23 

15 

11 

6 

55 

1951 

3 

13 

7 

i 

5 

35 

i  950 

•> 

17 

2 

9 

3 

33 

1949 

] 

11 

6 

4 

8 

30 

1948 

]  8 

o 

4 

5 

29 

1947 

1 

11 

1 

1 

9 

23 

1940 

6 

4 

2 

3 

15 

i  945 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

L 

7 

1944 

6 

' 

3 

9 

1943 

] 

2 

/ 

10 

1942 

2 

1 

1 

*651 

655 

1941 

3 

*647 

1 

651 

1940 

2 

1 

4 

7 

1939 

1 

1 

1938 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Earlier 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Total  . 

12 

113 

89 

111 

793 

1,784 

*  Vaccinated  by  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department,  under  Circular 
22/-53. 
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Mass  Radiography 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Reginald  Beal,  Medical  Director  of  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  No.  2  for  the  following  details  : — 

The  unit  operated  in  the  South  Shields  clinic  area  for  eight  -v^^eeks 
during  1955. 

9,141  miniature  films  were  taken,  the  weekly  average  being 
1,143  examinees. 

The  number  of  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  found  was  33  males 
and  24  females,  equivalent  to  a  percentage  of  0.85  and  0.45 
respectively. 

In  addition  7  cases  of  dust  disease  were  found  and  3  cases  of 
suspected  malignant  disease  of  the  lung. 

Special  Housing  Scheme 

173  houses  have  been  allocated  to  overcrowded  tuberculous 
families  in  the  past,  13  of  which  were  allocated  this  year.  The 
present  state  of  these  families  is  as  follows  : — 23  of  the  cases  have 
died,  35  have  been  5  or  more  years  free  (disease  arrested)  4  left  the 
town,  3  moved  out  of  council  houses  and  108  still  remain  as  active 
cases.  Many  other  families  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  tuberculosis 
have  qualified  under  the  Council’s  “  points  ”  scheme  which  allows 
extra  6  or  10  points  in  certain  cases  upon  certificate  of  Chest 
Physician,  and  in  all  there  are  581  families  in  which  652  patients  are 
suffering  from  the  disease  living  in  houses  on  the  Council’s  housing 
estates. 

Resettlement 

A  scheme  is  in  force  whereby  the  Chest  Physician  accompanied 
by  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the  local  office  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  together  interview  patients  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
with  a  view  to  their  resettlement.  This  scheme  which  is  operating 
successfully  in  South  Shields  is  to  the  patients’  benefit  and  imple¬ 
ments  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


No.  of  Sessions .  2 

Male  Female 

No.  interviewed  .  11  3 

Placed  in  employment  or  working  .  3  2 

Sent  to  Felling  Rehab.  Unit  for  training  .  7 

Did  not  report  to  D.R.0 .  1  1 


Dietary  Supplements 

Eleven  patients  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of  milk  daily, 
amounting  in  all  to  390  gallons. 
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Venereal  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
South  Shields  centre  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past  ten  yeai  s. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1 

1950|1951 

i 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Syphilis  . 

157 

153 

171 

122 

93*  81 

79 

39 

32 

18 

Gonorrhoea 

298 

259 

233 

166 

160  102 

153 

137 

94 

70 

Other  conditions 

542 

505 

486 

544 

490:  366 

413 

338 

352 

276 

Total  . 

997 

917 

890 

832 

743:  549 

645 

514 

478 

364 

The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  include  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  who  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres,  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226  : — 


1946 

1947 1948 

i 

194-9  1950  1951 

1  1 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Syphilis  . 

76 

72'  88 

601  46  39 

28 

17 

12 

4 

Gonorrhoea  . 

71 

33'  38 

231  29  14 

18 

6 

8 

8 

Other  conditions 

10 

8'  17 

36  14  6 

10 

5 

1 

3 

Total  . 

157 

113  143 

119  89  59 

i 

56 

28 

21 

15 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
centre  during  the  10  past  years  : — 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1946 . 

14,155 

6,804 

7,351 

1947 . 

11,211 

5,725 

5,486 

1948 . 

10,463 

5,487 

4,976 

1949 . 

8,746 

4,534 

4,212 

1950  . 

8,078 

4,192 

3,886 

1951 . 

7,266 

3,530 

3,736 

1952 . 

9,072 

4,084 

4,988 

1953 . 

6,705 

3,309 

3,396 

1954 . 

5,769 

2,763 

3,006 

1955 . 

4,370 

1 ,948 

2,422 
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Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  centre  during  1955 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1954  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Syphilis  . 

71 

65 

136 

Gonorrhoea  . 

87 

17 

104 

Other  conditions  . 

308 

15 

323 

Disposal  of  Oases 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  treatment  or  observation. 

1/1/55  . 

52 

54 

18 

7 

42 

2 

Old  cases  returning  for  treatment 

6 

2 

1 

Transferred  from  other  centres 

3 

1 

8 

2 

1 

New  cases  . 

10 

8 

61 

9 

264 

12 

Completed  treatment 

18 

7 

61 

10 

294 

15 

Transferred  elsewhere  . 

# 

Not  completed  treatment 

21 

10 

22 

Under  treatment  or  observation, 

31/12/55  . 

32 

48 

4 

7 

14 

Non-residents  were  treated  at  the  centre  from  22  countries  other 
than  England  and  Wales  and  from  10  administrative  counties  and 
16  County  Boroughs  as  well  as  a  number  of  Displaced  Persons  and 
members  of  H.M.  Forces. 


South  Shields  Cases  under  treatment  at  other  centres 

Other 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea  Con-  Total 

ditions  Cases 

Sunderland  .  9  .  4  13 

Total  .  9  •  .  4  13 
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SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


The  demands  for  this  service  continue  to  increase  as  shown  by 
the  following  particulars  : — 


Staff  of  Domestic  Helps  : — 


1  Supervisor  3  full  time  73  part  time — At  31st  December, 

1955, 


1  Supervisor  6  full  time  42  part-time — At  31st  December, 


1954. 


During  1955,  667  cases  were 

provided 

with 

Domestic 

Helps  as 

compared  with  400  in  1954. 

The  details  are  as  follows  : — 

Cases 

Hours 

given 

r 

. - ^ - X 

1954 

1 955 

1954 

1955 

Maternity  Cases  . 

32 

42 

1,536 

2,061 

Tuberculosis  . 

8 

10 

1,968 

727 

Aged . 

283 

474 

28,304 

47,128 

Illness  . 

77 

141 

11,088 

9,565 

Total  . 

400 

667 

42,896 

59,481 
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SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

There  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  hospital  accommodation 
during  the  year,  with  a  periodical  scarcity  of  beds  for  females,  but 
with  the  excellent  co-operation  of  the  medical  staffs,  special  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  admission  of  urgent  cases.  No  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  securing  accommodation  for  male  patients. 
The  problem  of  senile  cases  requiring  care  and  attention  continues 

to  exist. 

Co-operation  with  other  statutory  bodies  continues  to  be  very 
good,  and  special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Police  and 
Ambulance  Service. 

Pre-Care  and  After-Care. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  is  no  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  requests  by  patients  and  their  relatives  for  help  and  advice. 
Ail  appropriate  cases  not  requiring  hospital  treatment,  and  cases 
of  mental  ill-health  discharged  from  hospital  have  been  visited 
and,  where  necessary,  help  given  with  personal  and  family  problems. 

This  service  has  been  found  to  be  effective  in  reducing  the  rate 
of  early  relapse  in  many  cases  which  leave  hospital  in  a  relatively 
unstable  state. 

Patients  Admitted  to  Hospital  by  D.A.O’s,  1955 

To  Cherry  Knowles  Hospital,  Ryhope. 

Males  Females  Total 


Certified  under  Section  16  Lunacy  Act, 

1890  (Certified  patients) .  6  6  12 

Under  Section  5  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930  (Temporary  patients)  .  1  1 

Under  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930  (Voluntary  patients) .  24  38  62 

Under  Section  21(1)  Lunacy  Act,  1890  2  2  4 


Total  .  32  47  79 


To  General  Hospital,  South  Shields. 

Under  Section  20  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

(D.A.O’s  3  day  Order)  .  48  52  100 

Under  Section  21(1)  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

(Justices  14  day  Order) .  12  21  33 


Total  .  60  73  133 
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To  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington. 

Males  Females  Total 

Under  Section  16  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

(Certified  patients) . 

Under  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act 

(Voluntary  patients)  .  3  5  8 


Total 


3  5  8 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  in  1955,  through 
the  D.A.O’s  was  220  which  compares  with  237  in  1954. 

Number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officers  during  1955  : — 


New  cases  .  175 

Old  cases  .  77 

Total  .  252 


Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly  authorised  officers. 
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k 


Total  Male  Patients  112 

Total  Female  Patients  128 
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Mental  Deficiency 

An  outstanding  feature  in  the  Mental  Deficiency  Section  was  the 
inauguration  of  a  training  scheme  for  defectives  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  female  home  teacher-supervisor. 

Home  teaching  was  begun  as  a  first  stage  in  the  scheme,  and  early 
in  1956  a  part-time  occupation  centre  was  opened. 

The  scheme  has  been  received  with  enthusiasm  by  the  parents, 
who  are  giving  their  fullest  co-operation,  and  this  should  inevitably 
lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  for  hospitalization. 

There  has  been  little  material  change  in  the  number  of  defectives 
ascertained  during  the  year.  Supervisory  visits  have  been  made  to 
all  active  cases  on  the  register,  those  cases  presenting  special 
problems  being  subject  to  frequent  visitation. 

Vacancies  in  M.D.  Hospitals  continue  to  be  scarce,  especially 
for  adult  patients,  but  the  active  waiting  list  reveals  a  reduction 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  .  The  development  of  the  training  scheme 
will  no  doubt  in  due  course  reflect  favourably  upon  the  waiting 
list  for  children. 
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Mental  Deiiciency  Acts,  1918“1988 


During  1955 

Total  cases  on 
Authority’s 
registers  as  at 
1-1-1956 

Under 
age  16 

Aged  16 
&  over 

Under 
age  16 

Aged  16 
&  over 

1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during 
1955 

(o)  Cases  at  31st  December  ascet- 
tained  to  be  defectives  “  sub¬ 
ject  to  be  dealt  with.”  Action 
taken  on  reports  by  : — 

(i)  Local  Education  Authori¬ 
ties  on  Children 

(1)  While  at  school  or 
liable  to  attend  school 

(2)  On  leaving  special 

schools  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

5 

6 

5 

(3)  On  leaving  ordinary 
schools  . 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts 

(iii)  Other  sources  . 

2 

(6)  Cases  reported  but  not  re¬ 
garded  at  31st  December  as 
defectives  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ”  on  any  groimd 
(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  con¬ 
firmed  as  defectives  by  31st 
December  and  thus  excluded 
from  (a)  or  (6) . 

. 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 
year  . 

1 

5 

8 

5 

2.  Disposal  of  ccLses  : — 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be 
defectives  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ”  number 
(i)  Placed  imder  Statutory 
Supervision  . 

1 

4 

6 

4 

13 

7 

71 

66 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardian¬ 
ship 

(iii)  Taken  to  “  Places  of 
Safety  ” 

2 

2 

(iv)  Admittance  to  Hospitals 
(6)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained 

to  be  defectives  “  subject  to 
be  dealt  ”  number  . 

1 

1 

14 

8 

92 

59 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary 
Supervision 

3 

1 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  . 

Total  of  Item  2  . 

1 

5 

8 

5 

27 

15 

168 

126 
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3.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the 
Community  on  1.1.56  : 

(a)  Cases  included  in  item  2  (o)  (i) 
to  (iii)  above  in  need  of  insti¬ 
tutional  care  ; 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institu¬ 
tional  care  : 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ” 

cases  . 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 

ca,s6s . 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of 
institutional  care  : 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ” 

cases  . 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 

cases  . 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . 

Total  of  Item  3  (a) 


During  1955 


Under 
age  16 


M. 


F. 


Aged  16 
&  over 


M. 


F. 


Total  cases  on 
Authority’s 
registers  as  at 
1-1-1956 


Under 
age  16 


M. 


F. 


Aged  16 
&  over 


M. 


2 


F. 


o 


*Please  state  here  the  number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  1st 
January,  1956,  who  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8  or  9. 
M.— Nil.  F.— Nil. 
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3.  (b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  2  (a)  (i) 

and  (ii)  and  2  (b)  (i)  overleaf,  number 
considered  suitable  for  : 

(i)  occupation  centre . 

(ii)  industrial  centre  . 

(hi)  home  training  . . 

Total  of  item  3  (b)  . 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  item  3  (6)  num¬ 
ber  receiving  training  on  1.1.56 . 

(i)  in  occupational  centre  . 

(ii)  in  industrial  centre  . . 

(hi)  at  home 

During  1955 

Total  cases  on 
Authority’s 
registers  as  at} 
1-1-56 

Under 
age  16 

Aged  16 
smd  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

3 

3 

2 

30 

20 

12 

5 

30 

20 

7 

2 

Total  of  item  3  (c) 

7 

4.  ISTumber  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  Institutions,  under  Community 
Care  (including  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  “  Places  of  Safety  ”  on  1st 
January,  1955,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care 
during  1955. 


M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  . .  2  2 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area  or  lost  sight  of .  5  3  8 


Total  .  7  3  10 


6.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or  Guardian¬ 
ship  or  no  longer  under  care. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried  during 
1955— Nil. 


Males  Females 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1964  . . .  1  Nil 


82 


Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  on  31st  December,  1955 

(including  cases  on  licence  therefrom). 

Institution 

Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  ... 

General  Hospital,  South  Shields  ... 

Aycliffe  Hospital,  Heighington  ... 

Hampton  Hospital,  Retford  . 

Whittington  Hall  Hospital  . 

Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Lancaster 
Northgate  and  District  Hospital 

Moss  Side  Hospital,  Maghull  . 

Leaden  Hospital,  Abbots’  Langley 


106  67  173 


Males  Females  Total 


70  60  130 

28  .  28 

1  2  3 

3  2  5 

1  ] 

2  2  4 

1  .  1 


1  .  1 
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PART  IV.— MISCELLANEOUS 


Blind  Persons 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Welfare  Services  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  he  supplied  for  this  part  of  the  report. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  Forms  B.D.8  submitted 
was  54  and  the  number  of  persons  certified  as  blind  was  44. 


Age  Groups 

On  Certification 

At  Onset  of  Blindness 

up  to  9  yrs. 

10  to  19  ,, 

3 

20  to  29  „ 

1 

. 

30  to  39  „ 

1 

40  to  49  ,, 

1 

■j 

i 

50  to  59  „ 

3 

7 

60  to  69  ,, 

11 

12 

70  to  79  „ 

18 

17 

80  and  over  . 

10 

3 

Total 

44 

44 

The  total  number  on  the  Bhnd  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  41‘9. 
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Treatment 

1  Follow  up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons. 


Causes  of  disability 

Cata¬ 

ract 

Glau¬ 

coma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(i)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during 

1955  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7  (c)  of 
Forms  B.O.S  recom¬ 
mends — 

(a)  No  treatment  . 

1 

5 

8 

(6)  Treatment  (Medi¬ 
cal,  surgical  or 

optical)  . 

(c)  Treatment 

inadvisable  . 

16 

5 

11 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at 

1  (b)  above  which 
on  follow  up  action 
have  received  treat¬ 
ment  . 

2 

4 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  one  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the 
year  occurring  in  a  domiciliary  confinement.  No  impairment  of 
vision  resulted. 

Twenty-three  other  cases  of  “discharging  eyes”  were  notified  by 
midwives.  Two  of  these  cases  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  there  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  the  remainder  of  the 
cases.  One  case  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1954  recovered  with 
no  impairment  of  vision. 
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Home  Accidents 

During  the  ten  years  up  to  the  end  of  1955,  78  persons  lost  their 
lives  as  a  result  of  home  accidents  in  South  Shields.  The  mortalitj^ 
due  to  road  accidents  in  the  same  period  was  87.  In  the  fohowing 
table,  the  age  group  distribution  of  home  accident  deaths  is  shown. 

Home  Accident  Deaths,  South  Shields.  1946-1955 


:  0—1 
Year  years 

2 _ _ 

4 

5 — 
14 

15— 

24 

25— 

34 

35— 

44 

45— 

54 

65— 

64 

65— 

74 

75— 

84 

85  + 

Total 

1946  3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

8 

1947  I  2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1948  1  3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1949  i  4 

1 

i 

3 

2 

11 

1950  j  5 

1 

1 

2 

o 

mJ 

11 

1951  1  3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1952  2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

1953  ’  i 

2 

O 

1 

6 

1954  3 

1 

2 

■■ 

1 

7 

1955  i  1 

1 

1 

o 

o 

6 

TotaJ  -..-1  27 

i 

5 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

15 

11 

7 
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The  persons  most  at  risk  are  obviously  children  under  5  and 
elderly  persons  over  the  age  of  65  ;  both  categories  account  for 
83%  of  the  total  deaths.  Of  the  3,2  deaths  of  children  under  5, 
22  were  infants  who  were  stated  to  have  died  from  suffocation  due 
to  various  causes  such  as  choking  due  to  vomiting,  smothering  by 
pillows  and  overlaying.  This  represents  a  rather  special  problem 
involving  other  medical  factors  as  well  as  mothercraft  care  and 
whilst  there  maj?^  be  a  degree  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  true  under¬ 
lying  cause  of  death  in  some  of  these  cases,  the  loss  of  infant  life 
is  considerable.  It  would  be  wrong  to  assert  that  it  is  due  to  care¬ 
lessness  and  ignorance  but  the  health  visitors  do  ever3rthing  in  their 
power  to  ensure  that  parents  realise  the  risks  and  give  appropriate 
advice  where  necessary. 

Tw^ent}^- seven  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  accidental  falls  and 
twenty-two  of  these  victims  were  over  the  age  of  65;  twenty- three 
deaths  followed  burns  and  scalds  and  eight  of  these  v/ere  children 
under  14,  the  remaining  f  ifteen  affecting  persons  of  middle  and  old 
age  in  equal  proportions. 

The  remainder  were  due  to  a  variety  of  causes. 
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Hospital  Treatment 

During  the  twelve  months  of  1955,  it  was  ascertained  that  in 
South  Shields  of  212  children  under  the  age  of  15  who  had  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital  as  a  result  of  accidents  occurring  in  various 
localities  (including  the  home,  school,  street  and  out  of  doors 
generally),  86  children  (41%)  were  injured  in  home  accidents.  33 
were  victims  of  burns  and  scalds  and  there  were  also  eleven  instances 
of  jmung  children  swallowing  poisonous  substances  left  within 
their  reach. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47  and  National  Assistance 

(Amendment)  Act,  1951 

Under  the  above  acts  provision  is  made  for  securing  the  neces¬ 
sary  care  and  attention  for  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic 
disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are 
living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  devote  to  them¬ 
selves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and 
attention. 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  these  provisions. 


Special  Medical  Examinations 

268  special  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical 
staff  of  the  department  for  South  Shields  Corporation  employees  : — 

267  for  Superannuation  purposes,  12  of  whom  were 
rejected  or  deferred  and 


1  for  the  N.J.I.C.  Sickness  Pay  Scheme. 
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PART  V. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company.  The  supply  is  constant,  adequate  and  according  to 
bacteriological  and  chemical  reports,  satisfactory. 

The  town’s  population  is  107,800,  and  there  are  35,319  dwelling 
houses,  each  having  a  piped  water  supply  to,  or  within,  the  premises. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  complaint  has 
been  made  to  the  Health  Department  with  reference  to  the  supply. 

Chlorination  is  carried  out  by  the  company  and  reports  are 
supplied  to,  and  as  required  by,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  supply  were  made 
from  the  various  deep  wells  and  other  sources  which  constitute 
the  supply,  also  from  the  various  reservoirs  and  from  consumers 
taps,  the  following  results  being  obtained  : — 


B.  CoLi  Peecentages. 


Wells  and 

No.  of 
Samples 

Negative 

in 

100  ml. 

Positive 

in 

100  ml. 

Positive  Positive 
in  in 

10  ml.  1  ml. 

other  sources 

216 

92.6 

6.9 

0.5 

Nil. 

Reservoirs 

91 

93.4 

4.4 

1.1 

1.1 

Taps 

75 

100.0 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

The  water  su 

pply  system  of  this 

Company 

is  so  comple: 

s,  being 

derived  from  eighteen  different  sources,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say 
how  many  of  the  foregoing  results  are  applicable  to  South  Shields, 
all  the  samples  taken  have  therefore  been  included. 
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Typical  Analysis  {Chemical)  of  Water  Supply  in  1955. 


Parts  per 
Million 

Total  Solids .  394 

Suspended  Solids  .  Nil. 

Total  Hardness  253 

Permanent  Hardness  .  48 

Temporary  Hardness .  205 

Calcium  Oxide  .  78.7 

Magnesium  Oxide  .  45.6 

Sulphur  Trioxide  .  73.0 

Chloride  .  34.0 

Free  Chlorine  .  — 

Free  Ammonia  .  Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  Trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  1.4 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . Nil. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  .  9.8 

Oxygen  absorbed . 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  .  6.0 

Iron  .  Nil. 

Manganese  .  Nil. 

Silica  .  6.0 

Colour  5  degrees  Hazen  pH  7.5 

Theoretical  Gonstituemts .  Parts  per 

Million. 

CaC03  .  140 

MgC03  .  55 

Na2C03  .  Nil. 

CaS04  .  Nil. 

MgS04  .  58 

Na2S04 .  61 

CaC12  .  nil. 

MgC12  .  Nil. 

NaCl  .  56 
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Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  tomi  is  drained  on  the  combined  system  ;  all  sewer  outfalls 
being  direct  into  the  River  Tyne  or  sea.  No  complaints  have  been 
made  during  the  year  with  reference  to  sewer  termini,  but  discharge 
remains  particularly  noticeable  at  the  Corporation  Quay. 

Public  Cleansing 

Public  Cleansing  is  the  function  of  a  separate  department,  but 
when  complaint  is  lodged  it  is  usually  to  the  Health  Department. 
During  the  year  there  has  been  no  justifiable  complaint. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping  or  incineration — the  tips  being 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operator, 

Camp  Sites 

The  position  is  little  changed  from  last  year  ;  there  being  30 
families  in  huts  at  the  former  Marsden  Holiday  Camp. 

North  Pastures  Camp  is  now  closed. 

Schools 

Nine  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  conditions 
were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  nine  offensive  trades  on  the  register,  viz.  : — 

1  Gut  scraper. 

2  Tripe  boilers. 

6  Rag  and  bone  dealers. 

The  gut  scraper  and  tripe  boilers  occupy  premises  at  the  Abattoir. 
Total  visits  during  the  year  were  125. 

Lodging  Houses 

There  are  17  licensed  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town  and 
136  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors. 

Rodent  Control 

Complaints  of  rats  or  mice  numbered  493.  Of  these,  362  referred 
to  domestic  premises,  106  business  properties  and  25  to  local  auth¬ 
ority’s  premises. 

For  eight  weeks  during  the  year,  six  men  were  engaged  with 
sewer  baiting. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  estimated  kill  for  1955  : — 


No.  of  Weight  Kill  of 

Treatment.  baits  laid.  of  bait.  rats  and  mice. 

Complaints  2,267  5  cwts  2,916 

Sewers  4,493  cwts.  * 


Total  .  6,760  13f  cwts. 


*  Manholes  showing  takes  on  previous  treatment  and  5%  of 
adjoining  manholes  were  treated.  Of  these,  260  (19.5%)showed 
evidence  of  infestation.  The  inspection  of  poison  baits  was  not 
carried  out  so  that  an  estimate  of  the  “  kill  ”  is  not  oossible. 

During  the  year,  the  Rodent  Operator  paid  3,072  visits  to  premises 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  80. 

Cinemas 

Forty-three  visits  were  paid  to  the  twelve  places  of  amusement. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Ten  smoke  observations  were  taken  and  advice  given  in  each 
case. 

The  amount  of  pollution  is  calculated  monthly  and  the  following 
tables  indicate  the  position  : — 
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Factories 

During  the,  year,  138  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the  1937 
Factories  Act  £tnd  Regulations.  : — 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


M/c 

line 

Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 

'  Written 

Occupiers 

No. 

Register 

Inspections 

1  Notices 

prosecuted 

(!) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 
6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

198 

14 

(U) 

Factories  not  Included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

2 

474 

1 17 

■  35 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  In  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (♦ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  premises) 

3 

7 

7 

j 

! 

1 

1  - 

679 

138 

41 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were 

No.  of 

found 

cases 

In  which 

Particulars 

M/c 

Referred 

prosecutions 

line 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

4 

13 

II 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) . 

6 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Inadequate  ventilatio  n  (S.4)  . 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) . 

8 

... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(o)  Insufficient  . 

9 

12 

12 

... 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

iO 

... 

9 

12 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

1 1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)  . 

12 

... 

... 

Total  . 

25 

32 

... 

16 

... 

♦Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (I),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  Sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Section  107  and  108). 
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VISITS  OF  mSPECnONS 


Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors,  1955 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  of  inspection,  etc.,  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1955  : — 


General  district  inspection  . 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  . 

Interviews  and  appointments  . 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  nuisances 

Testing  drains . 

Smoke  observations  . 

Overcrowding  . . . 

Verminous  persons . 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  . . 

Homeworkers’  premises  . 

Factories  :  M.P . 

Factories  :  N.M.P . 

Bakehouses  . 

Ice  cream  shops  . 

Food  premises . 

Food  inspections  . 

Food  sampling  . 

Stables  and  allotments  . 

Piggeries  . 

Cinemas  . 

Rat  and  vermin  investigations  . 

Schools  . , . 

Refuse  dumps . 

Local  land  charges . 

Public  conveniences  . . 

Plans  . 

Infectious  diseases  . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Court  proceedings  . 

Housing  inspection  . 

Certificates  of  disrepair . 

Rag  dealers  . 

Boarding  houses . 

Improvement  grants  . 


3,411 

905 

799 

992 

91 

10 

6 

1 

136 

6 

117 

14 

1 

14 
276 
316 
526 

2 

15 
43 

260 

9 

5 

765 

96 

3 

1,194 

39 

1 

16 
51 

1 

25 

4 
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Atmospheric  pollution  observations  . 50 

Pet  shops .  20 

Licensed  Premises  .  3 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  .  9 


10,232 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1955 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  1955  : — 


(A)  On  Ownees  : — 

Number  of  notices  served  .  701 

Number  of  houses  not  in  aU  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

habitation  .  463 

Nuisances  caused  by  : 

Choked  or  defective  drain .  60 

Defective  W.C.  .  61 

Defective  scullery  sink  wastepipe  .  12 

Accumulation  of  refuse  .  2 

Rats  .  6 

House  without  sufficient  water  supply  .  17 

Defective  outbuildings  .  31 

Dance  Halls  : 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 

Factory  : 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  .  12 

Dirty  walls  .  13 

Food  premises .  12 


(B)  On  Occupiers  : 

For  nuisance  caused  by  : 

Dirty  yard,  etc.  .  1 

Dirty  premises  .  10 
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HOUSING 

There  were  35,319  iiiliabited  houses  in  the  County  Borough  at 
the  end  of  1955. 


New  Houses 


518  new’  houses  were  completed 

during  the  year  as 

follows  : — 

Type. 

Situation. 

Nuw,ber. 

2  bedroomed  semi-detached 

66 

2  bedroomed  terrace 

14 

3  bedroomed  semi-detached 

1 

Simonside 

19 

3  bedroomed  terrace 

74 

2  bedroomed  flats  over  shops 

12 

2  bedroomed  terrace  \ 

West  Simonside 

261 

3  bedroomed  terrace  j 

16 

3  bedroomed  semi-detached 

Whiteleas  . 

20 

Bungalows 

Marsden . 

12 

2  bedroomed  flats  . 

River  Drive 

12 

2  bedroomed  terrace 

Olive  Street 

12 

Total 

.  518 

In  addition,  215  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 


Fair  jEteuts  Information  Bureau 

The  following  statement  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  summarises 
the  work  of  the  bureau  during  1955  : — 


Complaints  by  tenants  of  overcharging  .  62 

Enquiries  by  landlords  .  31 

Enquiries  concerning  warrants  of  distress,  notices  to 

quit,  repairs,  etc.  .  233 


326 


Overcharged  rents  refunded — £87. 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Number  of  enquiries  from  tenants  and  landlords 


2,149 
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Housing  Administration 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  Inspectors  during 


1955 

Number  of  houses  not  reasonably  fit  .  463 

Rendered  fit  by  informal  action  .  322 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  114 

Rendered  fit  after  Statutory  Notice  .  106 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished  . . .  238 

Persons  rehoused  from  Clearance  Area  .  584 

Individual  unfit  houses  demolished  .  8 

Persons  rehoused  from  individual  unfit  houses .  18 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  20 


Slum  Clearance 

Public  enquiries  were  held  for  the  following  areas  : 
Wilson  Street,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

Albemarle  Street. 

Somerset  Street 
Green  Lane,  No.  1 


A  representation  was  made  to  the  Council  in  May,  1955,  for  Tyne 
Dock  (No.  2)  Clearance  Area.  This  comprised  198  houses  and  219 
families  containing  632  persons. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Applications  for  certificates  received  .  44 

Applications  granted  .  40 

Applications  refused  .  4 

Certificates  revoked  10 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Five  premises  are  licensed.  Twenty  visits  were  paid  during  the 
year  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  Two  new  licences  were  granted. 
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mSPECnON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  (Special  Designated) 


The  following  licences  were  in  force  at  31st  December,  1955  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Estah. 

where 

sold 

Estah. 

where 

Pasteurised 
or  Sterilised 

Supple¬ 

mentary 

Licences 

Total 

Milk  . 

12 

4 

16 

Pasteurised  . 

52 

1 

3 

56 

Sterihsed  . 

468 

2 

470 

On  Register,  31/12/55 

532 

1 

9 

542 

Ice-Cream 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  the  following  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  1955  : — 


For 

Manufacture 
and  Sales. 

For  Sale 
only. 

Total 

On  Register  in  1954  . 

18 

214 

■  232 

Registered  in  1955  . 

27 

27 

On  register,  31/12/55 

18 

241 

259 
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Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir 

There  are  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  town  ;  all  slaughter¬ 
ing  of  saleable  animals  for  food  must  be  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Abattoir. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  past  nine  years  : — 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Beasts 

5183 

5051 

5375 

6597 

8090 

7662 

6543 

8071 

5014 

Calves  . 

15 

11 

966 

8 

782 

212 

15 

443 

447 

Sheep  . 

17454 

16693 

19832 

20151 

19494 

27792 

27946 

33506 

22179 

Pigs  . 

56 

123 

225 

1137 

2746 

12790 

15859 

24681 

14715 

Goats  . 

69 

18 

24 

3 

8 

22777 

21896 

26422 

27893 

31145 

48464 

50363 

66701 

42355 

Food  Inspected  and  Rejected  as  Unfit 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  rejected  during 
the  vear. 

At  the  Abattoir  : 

Parts  and  organs  rejected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  : — 


Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Pigs 

Forequarters  . 

12 

4 

15 

10 

Hindquarters  . 

1 

2 

2 

Feet  . 

Ribs  . 

2 

Heads  . 

72 

54 

55 

4 

3 

506 

Lungs  r  . 

245 

106 

111 

1 

2 

2 

Hearts  p  . 

Livers  . 

31 

23 

20 

Stomachs  . 

14 

2  ' 

2 

Fats  and  Guts  . 

Chitterlings  . 

31 

11 

21 

9 

Kidneys  . 

1 

Udders  . 

1 

Spleens  . 

8 

6 

5 

Diaphragms  . 

22 

6 

9 

Plucks  . 

111 

100 


On  account  of  Tuberculosis  : — 


Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

1 

Bulls  jCalves 

1 

Pigs 

Total 

Whole  carcases  and 

offal 

23 

5 

3 

1 

8 

40 

Animals  with  parts 
or  organs  rejected 

317 

160 

166 

4 

3 

621 

1271 

340 

165 

169 

5 

3 

629 

1311 

Comparative  Table  showing  the  Percentage  of  Animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  seven  years 


Tuberculosis 

Year 

Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals  killed  and 

inspected 

1949 

5101 

274 

966 

225 

1950 

5584 

1013 

8 

1137 

1951 

7017 

1073 

782 

2746 

1952 

6455 

1207 

212 

12790 

1953 

5881 

662 

15 

15859 

1954 

6300 

1771 

443 

24681 

1955 

3941 

1073 

447 

14715 

Whole  carcases  rejected 

1949 

13 

5 

1 

2 

1950 

15 

49 

3 

1951 

27 

37 

5 

1952 

24 

66 

33 

1953 

15 

21 

14 

1954 

26 

25 

29 

1955 

9 

23 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1949 

256 

48 

8 

or  organ  was  rejected 

1950 

'  324 

344 

22 

1951 

307 

253 

160 

1952 

306 

384 

569 

1953 

312 

152 

724 

1954 

405 

419 

785 

]  955 

330 

317 

3 

621 

Percentage  of  animals  affected 

1949 

5.3% 

19.30/0 

0.1% 

4.4% 

with  tuberculosis  . 

1950 

6.1% 

38.80/0 

2.20/0 

1951 

4.760/0 

27.03  o^ 

5.90/0 

1952 

5.11% 

37.28  0/0 

4.71% 

1953 

5.56o/o 

26.130/0 

4.650/0 

1954 

7.84% 

25.07  0/0 

3.170/0 

1955 

8.6% 

31.70/0 

0.7% 

4.2% 
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The  details  of  food  rejected  in  the  previous  paragraph  are  summarised 

in  the  following  table 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  REJECTED  IN  1956 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

3941 

1073 

447 

22179 

14715 

Number  inspected  . 

3941 

1073 

447 

22179 

14715 

Tuberculosis  only  : —  ' 
Whole  carcases 
rejected  . 

9 

23 

8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected  . 

330 

317 

3 

621 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

8.6% 

31.7% 

0.7% 

4.2% 

Articles  of  Food  rejected  outside  Abattoir,  1955 


Tins, 


Jars,  Packets,  etc.  : — 

Milk  . 

Beans  . 

Fish  . 

Jams  and  Syrups . 

Tomatoes . 

Fruit . 

Soup  . 

Peas  . 

Meat  Products  . 

Miscellaneous  . 


3,333 

484 

125 

82 

2,272 

941 

199 

698 

967 

544 


Total 


9,645 
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Disposal  of  Rejected  Food 

Abattoir  meat  and  offal  is  collected  by  a  reputable  firm  (under 
Pubbc  Health  Department  supervision)  and  processed  into  fertiliser. 

All  other  food  is  incinerated  by  arrangement  with  the  Cleansing 
Superintendent . 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 


Chemical  Analyses. 

Designated  Milk 

Sterilised  .  18 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled)  .  62 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  26 

Pasteurised  .  35 

-  141 

General. 

Dry  goods  .  28 

Drugs  .  4 

Ice-cream .  8 

-  40 


Bacteriological  Examination. 


Designated  Milk. 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled)  .  67 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  28 

Pasteurised  .  41 

Sterilised  .  21 

-  157 

Milk  Products. 

Ice  cream  .  8 

-  8 

General. 

Food  Poisoning  .  4  4 


Biological. 

T.T.  (Farm_^Bottled) 


181 


169 


3 


Total 


353 


AU  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Milk  Regulations,  1949 

It  has  again  not  been  necessary  to  report  for  any  action  under 
Regulation  20  with  reference  to  infected  milk. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950 

No  contravention  of  the  Act  or  Orders  was  reported  during  the 
year. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

Two  samples  were  taken  under  the  Act  and  Regulations  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 
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INSPECTION  UNDER  THE  SHOPS  ACT 


Number  of  Shops 

Number  of  shops  on  the  Register  on  31st  December,  1955,  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  various 
Orders  made  thereunder  by  the  Town  Council  was  1,612. 

This  figure  includes  demolition  and  new  buildings. 

Sixty-three  of  these  shops  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises  ;  29  being  concerned  only 
with  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  34  being  operated  in  con¬ 
junction  with  other  general  trades. 

There  are  12  cinemas  in  which  Young  Persons  (those  under  18 
years  of  age)  are  employed. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  licensed  for  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  be  consumed  on  and  off  the  premises  is  : — 


Fully  licensed  .  91 

Ales  only  .  25 

Total  .  116 


The  following  premises  are  on  the  register  in  connection  with 
employment  of  Young  Persons  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950  : — 

Billiard  rooms  4  ;  fun  fairs  3  ;  laundry,  dyeing  and  cleaning  works 
(including  despatching  and  receiving  goods  premises)  23  ;  boot  and 
shoe  repairing  50  (including  despatching  and  receiving  premises). 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  shop  premises  where  the  Shops  Act, 
1950  applies  was  as  follows  : — 


Week  days  .  1,799 

Sundays  .  175 


Total  .  1 ,974 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  28 

Complaints  received  and  investigated .  26 
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Infringement  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950 

Not  exhibiting  Assistants  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Notice  32 

Not  keeping  Half  Holiday  Notices  up-to-date  .  14 

Not  exhibiting  notices  stating  seats  are  provided  for 

female  assistants  .  37 

Not  exhibiting  notices  stating  purposes  for  which  a  shop 

is  open  on  the  Early  Closing  day  for  that  shop  .  12 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  hours 
of  work  or  employment  of  a  Young  Person  or 
exhibiting  a  notice  specifying  the  daily  hours  to  be 
worked  and  intervals  to  be  allowed  for  rest  and 
meals  .  20 

Record  of  the  hours  of  work  of  a  Young  Person  not 

being  kept  up-to-date .  2 

Not  exhibiting  an  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  a  notice  setting  forth  the  number  of  hours 
that  may  be  worked  by  Young  Persons  and  intervals 
for  rest  and  meals  which  are  allowed  them  and 
such  other  particulars  prescribed .  17 

Not  providing  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  .  2 

Not  providing  suitable  and  sufficient  heating  arrange¬ 
ments  .  4 

Not  providing  suitable  washing  arrangements  .  7 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading)  Act,  1950 — Sections  47-49 

Not  exhibiting  on  the  Exterior  and  on  the  Interior 
of  the  shop  notices  stating  the  purposes  for  which 
and  the  hours  during  which  the  shop  is  open  on 
Sunday  for  the  serving  of  customers .  12 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  names 
of  and  the  hours  worked  by  persons  employed 
about  the  business  of  a  shop  which  is  open  for  the 
serving  of  customers  on  Sunday  and  of  the  respective 
days  of  the  week  these  persons  receive  compensatory 
holidays  for  Sunday  employment .  4 

Trading  in  articles  the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited  on 

Sundays  .  01 
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Failing  to  close  their  premises  for  the  serving  of  customers 
and  serving  customers  after  the  general  closing 
hours  for  their  respective  shops  as  provided  for  by 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  local  Acts  and  Orders 
made  thereunder  .  7 

The  infringements  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the 
local  Orders  made  thereunder  were  first  offences 
and  the  persons  in  default  were  cautioned  and 


instructed  by  the  Inspector  by  written  intimation  48 

Verbally  .  23 

The  following  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee 
and  cautioned  by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  instruction  : — 

Trading  m  prohibited  articles  on  a  Sunday .  1 

Trading  after  the  General  Closing  Hours .  1 

Circulars  instructing  shopkeepers  in  the  requirements 


of  the  Shops  Act  were  issued  where  required 
including  an  extract  of  the  Heating  Appliances 
(Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953 .  63 

The  Acts  and  Orders  which  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Shops  Inspector  : — 

(1)  Shops  Act,  1950. 

(2)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953. 

(3)  The  Hairdressers  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order,  1913. 

(4)  The  South  Shields  Butchers  Half  Holiday  Order,  1915. 

(5)  The  South  Shields  Pork  Butchers  Closing  Order,  1921. 

(6)  The  South  Shields  Butchers  Closing  Order,  1920. 

(7)  The  South  Shields  Hairdressers  Closing  Order,  1922. 

(8)  The  South  Shields  Drapers,  etc..  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1925. 

(9)  The  South  Shields  Fish  Dealers  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1925. 

The  Drapers,  etc..  Orders  apply  to  the  trade  or  business  of  Drapers, 
Milliners,  Clothiers,  Mercers  or  Outfitters. 
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In  all  cases  of  contraventions  of  the  Shops  Act  it  was  found  that 
on  re-visits  to  the  premises  concerned  these  had  been  rectified 
without  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Shops  Inspector. 

All  complaints  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases  were  of  a  minor  nature  being  made  in  most  cases  by  rival 
shopkeepers.  For  instance,  in  one  case  a  shopkeeper  complained 
of  another  who  would  not  close  her  premises  because  the  com¬ 
plainant  wished  to  close  his,  although  the  premises  complained  of 
were  exempt  from  closing  for  a  half  day  under  the  Shops  Act. 


Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

There  were  no  contraventions  under  the  above  Act,.  It  would 
appear  that  the  manufacturers  of  appliances  are  well  conversant 
with  the  Act  as  all  appliances  were  found  to  be  well  up  to  Standard. 

No  accidents  due  to  faulty  appliances  were  reported  during  the 
year,  which  was  an  improvement  on  the  year  1955  and  would 
tend  to  show  that  the  new  regulations  are  serving  a  useful  purpose. 
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